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Topic 

 
Learning and 
Assessment 
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Memorable Experiences 

 
Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the learning 

 
Previous learning to 

build on (revisit/ remind) 

 
Links to other subjects to 

make learning 

meaningful 
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All About Us 

 

Sparkle 

and Shine  

 

(Autumn 1 

and 2) 

To explore a range of 
materials  
 
To create collaboratively, 
sharing ideas, resources 
and skills 

• In the first term children 

have opportunities to 

explore different materials, 

media, tools and 

techniques.  

• To create models using 

playdough, using different 

tools and techniques and 

building on previous 

exploration of playdough as 

a material  

• How can you join those items together? 

• What tools could you use? 

• What can you use that you have used before to create a planned 
affect? 
 

 

Children may need reminding of 
how to hold tools such as pencil 
grip and a range of supportive 
scissors to choose from  

• Understanding the world: 
recognise that people have 
different beliefs and celebrate 
special times in different ways  

Wonderful 

World 

 

The Great 

Outdoors 

 

(Spring 1 

and 2) 

To understand the 
importance of a healthy 
diet by preparing fruits and 
vegetables to taste 
 
To use a knife safely and 
with control   

• Children visit the Co-op and 
talk about different fruits 
and buy fruit 

• When children return to 
school, they cut the fruit 
and make a tasting platter   

• What foods are healthy? 

• What foods are unhealthy? 

• What do you have for your lunch? 

• How many fruits and vegetables can you name? 

• How do you carry a knife safely? 

• Healthy snack in class and at 
nursery  

• Children may have started to 
learn about healthy foods at 
nursery or at home 

• Physical development: develop 

their small motor skills (using 

cutlery)  

• Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development: Know and talk 

about the different factors that 

support their overall health and 

wellbeing 

Blue Planet  

 

Journey to 

the Past  

 

(Summer 1 

and 2) 

To design and create their 
own ‘tote bag for life’  
 

• Children to read ‘Somebody 
Swallowed Stanley’ by Sarah 
Roberts to prompt 
discussion about recycling, 
reusing and reducing. 
Investigate use for, design 
and creating process to 
make their own bags for life 
using fabric pens 

• How can you help protect the planet? 

• What is recycling, reusing and reducing?  

• Why do we need to recycle? 

• Why did you use that colour for your creature? 

• What do you like about your creature? 

• What will happen to the items that we recycle?  

• Children do fine motor activities 
each day in Reception and have 
made items from junk modelling 
in previous terms   

• Knowledge and understanding of 
the world – sea creatures and 
finding out about the world 
around them 
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Knights and 

Castles  

 

 

 

Whatever 

the 

Weather 

 

(Autumn 1 

and 2) 

Mark out and safely use 
tools to cut out to make 
shields with handles. 

• Children learn that shields 
often have a symbol of 
importance to the person 
carrying it. Children to 
discuss what is important to 
them to influence their 
shields is.  

• How do we use tool safely? 

• What tools would you use to mark out and cut the shields? 

• How could we attach the handles? 

• How does your design link with traditional shields? 

• What have you learnt? 

• What would you change about your shield? 

• What did you find difficult? 

• Children are encouraged to build 
different things from junk 
modelling in EYFS  

• Children have used tools with 
support in Forest School 

• History – knowledge of knights / 
symbols on shields  

• Maths – non-standard measure  

Daring 

Discoverers 

(Spring 1) 

 

 

 

Explore and use 
mechanisms [for example, 
sliders, levers and flaps] 
to create a moving 60s 
picture 

• Children to bring in books 
with moving pictures at the 
start of the topic so they 
can explore the mechanism 
and discuss how they think 
they are made 

• When children learn the 
different mechanisms each 
week, they create a picture 
with a 60s element e.g. 

• What types of moving mechanisms are there? 

• How can we hide our mechanisms on our moving picture? 

• Which mechanism did you find the most difficult to make? 

• What parts do we cut and what parts do we fold? 

• Children read books with flaps, 
levers and sliders in EYFS 

 

• History – knowledge of the decade 
to create moving picture  
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world cup, campervan, 
moon landing  

• Children have a choice of 
which mechanisms and 60s 
element they are going to 
include in their final piece  

• Campervan visit  

Who’s 

afraid of 

the Big, Bad 

Wolf? 

(Spring 2) 

 

Cut, shape and join fabric 
and use basic sewing 
techniques to make a fairy 
tale hand puppets from 
felt.  

• Children sew their initial on 
binca when learning about 
sewing before making the 
puppets  

• Children share their finished 
fairy tale puppets with 
Reception along with their 
fairy tale story  

• What types of puppets are there? 

• How can we attach decorations to our puppets? 

• How can our puppets be made to move? 

• What do you need when sewing? 

• What problems did you come across when sewing? 

• Children learnt to thread and 
weaves in EYFS with support  

• English – children write their own 
fairy tale with their own character  

• Peeling to make wands in Forest 
School 
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make learning 

meaningful 
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Eye on 

London/ 

On the 

Move 

(Autumn 1 

& 2 ) 
 

Measure, cut and 
score and to use hand 
tools safely to make 
moving vehicles. 

 

• Use their vehicles in a 
science experiment to 
discover which surface 
the cars travel best on  

• How can we use tools safely? 

• How can you measure accurately?  

• What do we mean by the term score? 

• What would you do if you cut the wood too long? 

• Children learn how to cut 
wood and safely use hand 
tools in Forest School in 
Year 1 and beginning of 
Year 2  

• Ricardo day 

• Science experiment with 
moving vehicle  

• Maths – measuring wood 

Totally 

Dahliciou

s 

(Spring) 

Prepare simple dishes 
safely and hygienically 
by using simple 
techniques (peeling, 
cutting, and grating) 
to create Roald Dahl 
fruit kebabs and Mr 
Twit cakes. 

• Children cook Roald 
Dahl themed recipes 
on Roald Dahl day  

• What things have you cut, peeled and grated before? 

• What do you know about being hygienic when 
cooking? 

• What types of foods are there? 

• What foods should we have as a treat? 

• What makes a healthy diet? 

• Children create their own 
fruit and vegetable tasting 
platters in EYFS when they 
go for their trip to the co-
op  

• Children have made bread 
at Forest School 

• Link to English – Roald Dahl 

• Science/PSHE/PE – healthy 
eating 

• Maths – stats – favourite 
fruit  

• Make Mr Twit in Forest 
School 

• Make peaches in Forest 
School  

Commoti

on in the 

Ocean 

(Summer) 

Healthy lunchbox      

Y
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Creatures 

and 

Caveman 

(Autmn) 

Start to understand 
mechanical systems, 
such as pneumatics, to 
create a moving 
object  

• Hands on exploration 
of pneumatic devices  

• Opportunities to make 
pneumatic animals   

• What mechanisms have you learnt about before? 

• What objects can you think of that use air to move? 

• How can you improve the effectiveness of the 
mechanical system? 

• How can you use these ideas in your own design? 

• How to make a basic 
mechanisms such as lever, 
flap and slider as learnt in 
Year 1  

• Science – Fossils  

• Maths – forces  

Factories 

and 

Forests  

(Spring) 
 

Start to understand 
that mechanical 
systems such as cams 
and levers to create a 
toy  

• Year 3 try out the 
different toys children 
have made in the class 

• What do you know about mechanisms already? 

• What is a cam? 

• What is a lever? 

• How can you improve your design? 

• What has worked well? Why? 

• In the beginning of Year 3, 
children learn about 
pneumatic mechanical 
systems 

• Children learn about basic 
mechanisms to create 
moving pictures e.g. 
sliders, levers, spinners  
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Roaming 

Romans 

(Summer) 

 

Start to  understand 
how to evaluate 
existing sandals,  
materials, purpose 
and user to inform 
their own design 
Be able to measure, 
mark out, cut, score  
and assemble 
components to make 
their own sandal 
 

• Hands on exploration 

of existing sandals - try 

some on 

• Visit to Fishborne 

Roman Villa  

• Roman artefacts to 

explore including a 

Roman sandal 

• Modelling their 

sandal/s and photo 

shoot 

• Are the sandals comfortable? Why? 

• Discuss what is the purpose of a sandal? 

• What makes a good sandal? What materials have 
been used to make them?  

• How would sandals today be different to sandals a 
Roman soldier would wear? (link to history) 

• What materials would work well for a sandal? Why? 

• What went well? What did you change if anything? If 
you made it again, what would you do differently?   

• Threading in EYFS and year 
1 puppet making  

• How to use some tools 
safely, such as scissors 

• Joining techniques used in 
year 1 and 2  

• History – understanding 
how the Romans lived  

• Maths – measuring  

 

Topic 

 
Learning and 
Assessment 

Opportunities 

 
Memorable Experiences 

 
Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the 

learning 

 
Previous learning to 

build on (revisit/ remind) 

 
Links to other subjects to 

make learning 

meaningful 
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Poles 

Apart 

(Autumn) 
 

Learn how to over 
stitch to make a 
simple item of 
clothing or bag pouch 
for an explorer and 
add features for 
aesthetic quality 
 

• Fashion show displaying their 
product? 

• What is a running stitch? 

• What materials are easier to stitch 
with? 

• What tools do you need? 

• How is this stitching similar to 
running stitch? 

• How is your design similar and 
different to a traditional explorer 
bag/item of clothing? 

•  

• Children learnt how to do the 
running stitch learnt in Year 1 

•  Science – suitability of 
materials  

• Maths – measurement  

•  

Invaders 

and 

Settlers 
(Spring) 

Apply their knowledge 
of how to strengthen 
and reinforce 
structures by creating 
shelters   

• Year 4 to cut their dowel using 
saws  

 

• What materials are most effective? 

• What materials are least effective? 
Why? 

• How can you make your structure 
stronger? 

• What part of the structure was not 
effective? 

• Children explored how to make 
basic structures stronger and more 
stable in Year 2 when making kites   

 

• History – knowledge of 
boats and Shackleton’s 
journey  

• Computing – designing 
digital prototype   

• Maths – angles and 
measurement 

Rainforest

s 
(Summer) 

Understand 
seasonality and know 
where a variety of 
ingredients are grown 
by creating dishes 
that use ingredients 
from rainforests 
around the world 
 

• Set up a Rainforest Bake Off 
where children produce dishes 
and present to judges 

• Children can create leaflets or 
recipe cards explaining their 
dish and their understanding 
of the produce 

• Which of these foods have been 
reared, grown or caught? 

• How can we make sure we prepare 
foods hygienically?  

• What can you tell me about the eat 
well plate? How does this relate to a 
healthy diet? 

• Children learn how to prepare 
simple dishes and understand basic 
hygiene in Year 2  

• Year 2 and 3 look at food groups on 
a basic level  

• Year 2 and 3 have made bread and 
pizza at Forest School 

• Geography – knowledge of 
rainforests  

• Maths – measuring 
ingredients  

Y
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Bombs 

and Blasts 

(Autumn) 
 

Use knowledge of how 
to strengthen, stiffen 
and reinforce  
structure and stability 
in more complex 
structures by creating 
Anderson shelters 

• Children test the effectiveness 
and strength of their shelters  

• What materials would be the most 
suitable and why? 

• Was your choice of materials 
effective? Why?  

• How could you change your design 
or choice to improve the stability of 
your structure? 

• In Year 4, children made boats and 
explored ways to strengthen and 
reinforce structures   

• NC link - Understand how 
much products cost, how 
sustainable they are and 
impact they have beyond 
their intended purpose – 
link to maths (calculating 
costs) and science (cheapest 
materials vs most effective) 

• Computing – code air raid 
sirens   
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Dream, 

Believe, 

Achieve 
(Spring) 

Prepare and cook a 
variety of predominantly 
savoury dishes using a 
range of cooking 
techniques by 
researching famous 
chefs dishes 

• Children have a choice of which chef 
to research  

• Children choose a dish from their 
researched chef to create 

• Children in the class sample the 
cooking  

• How do the seasons affect 
food availability?  

• Can you name a famous 
chef?   

• What cooking skills have 
you learnt? 

• Which of these foods have 
been reared, grown or 
caught? 

• Can you tell me about a 
food that has been 
processed into an 
ingredient? 

• Children learn about 
where different 
foods are produced 
in Year 4  

• All children are 
taught about healthy 
eating during healthy 
eating week  

• Children have cooked 
a range of food at 
Forest School 

• Forest School  

• Literacy – biographies, recipes  

• PSHE  

Ancient 

Wonders 

(Summer) 

Understand that 
mechanical and 
electrical systems have 
an input, process and 
output by creating a 
product 

• Children create a dance mat  • What is the input in this 
circuit? 

• What is the output in this 
circuit? 

• Why does your circuit not 
work? How can you make it 
work? 

• What do all circuits need? 

• Children have learnt 
about mechanical 
systems such as 
gears, pulleys and 
cams to create a 
space buggy 

• Science – Electricity  

• Computing – Mircobit  

•  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

• Maths – angles  

Walk like 

an 

Egyptian/ 

Groove 

like a 

Greek  

(Spring) 
 

Learn how to blanket 
stitch to make a pillow 
followed by cross-
stitch to sew on detail  

• Children cross-stitch their 
initial using the Greek 
alphabet on their pillow which 
they can take home 

• Why a blanket stitch a good choice 
for this project? 

• Can you identify what went well and 
improvements in a friend’s project? 

• Children learnt how to do back 
stitch to make a small pocket bag in 
Year 4 

• History – knowledge of 
Greeks  

• Computing – type up 
process as part of their 
website   

• Maths – measure 

One Small 

Step… 

(Summer) 
 

Design and 
understand 
mechanical systems to 
create space buggy 
using gears and 
pulleys  

• Create a space scene in the 
classroom or hall where 
children can test out their 
space buggy ensuring there 
are bumpy rock like surfaces 
and space craters. Children 
may want to be involved in 
creating this scene prior to the 
test 

• What is a gear? How do these create 
movement? 

• What is a pulley? How do these 
create movement? 

• What other mechanisms do you 
know? 

• How can you improve your design? 

• Children made moving vehicles in 
Year 2 

• Use understanding of mechanical 
systems such as cams, levers and 
pneumatic as learnt in Year 3  

• History – history of space 

• Science – gravity, 
knowledge of space 

 

Topic 

 
Learning and 
Assessment 

Opportunities 

 
Memorable Experiences 

 
Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the 

learning 

 
Previous learning to 

build on (revisit/ remind) 

 
Links to other subjects to make 

learning meaningful 
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