
 
Bolnore Primary School IMPLEMENTATION Geography 

WHOLE 

SCHOOL 

INTENT 

Naming and locating 

places 

 

Comparing similarities 

and differences 

 

Understanding physical 

and human features 

 

Using map work and 

field work 

 

Understanding 

environmental issues 

 

 
 

Topic 
 

Learning and Assessment 
Opportunities 

 
Memorable 
Experiences 

 
Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the 

learning 

 
Previous learning to 
revisit/ remember 

 
Links to other subjects to make 

learning meaningful 

E
Y

F
S
 

 

Autumn 

 

All about us 

 

Sparkle and 

Shine  

Discuss and investigate where we live, 
what is it called, where on the map we 
are  
 
Compare what it is like to live in the UK 
to other countries (based on current 
cohort.) 

• Giant floor maps 
using blocks and 3D 
objects to make a 
giant village  

• What did you notice on the walk?  

• How can you record what you saw? 

• What is a map?  

• What is the impact of litter in our school and 
local area? 

 

• Show and Tell- What 
did you do on the 
weekend and where 
have you been? 
 
 

• Expressive art and design:  Choosing 
and selecting a media for a purpose 
when creating maps 

•  

Spring 

 

Wonderful 

World 

 

The Great 

Outdoors  

After a local environment walk, draw a 
pictorial map of the walk and describe 
the different features walked past.  
 
Compare what it is like to live in the UK 
to other countries (based on current 
cohort), Cold countries / Amazon 
rainforest/Bolnore Forest and Lunar 
New Year) 
 
Discuss environmental issue of litter and 
the impact of this on our village. Link to 
books on litter. 
 

• Use ‘Martha Maps it 
out’ as a key text to 
launch the discussion 
and walk  
 

• Local environment 
walk around Bolnore 
Village  
 

• What is a map? How can we show different 
places on a map (story map, journey map, map of 
town etc.)  

• Do all villages, towns, cities look the same? What 
do they have in common and what differences 
are there? 

• Did we walk past your 
house or any other 
places you recognise 
on the walk? 

• Expressive art and design: Choosing 
and selecting a media for a purpose 
when creating maps 

• Understanding the World: 
Recognises some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, 
know that there are different 

countries in the world  

Summer 

 

Blue Planet 

 

Journey to 

the past  

Look at maps of the world and find the 
difference between land and oceans.   
 
Compare a range of treasure maps.  
 
Discuss environmental issue of litter and 
the impact of this on our village. Link to 
books Clean up, Somebody Swallowed 
Stanley etc  
 

• Visit to the Sea Life 
Centre- do the 
animals live in 
oceans, lakes or 
rivers? 

• Use a set of clues and 
maps to find hidden 
treasure. 

• What’s the same and different about these 
maps? 

• What is an ocean? 

• How can you tell the difference between oceans 
and land on these maps? 

• What animals would you find in an ocean? 

• What is the impact of litter in the oceans? 

• Did dinosaurs live in Bolnore, show map of 
dinosaur coverage – can they spot the UK.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• If they have been on 
holiday, was it to a 
different country, 
model on the map 
where they went 
from and to 

• Understanding the World: finding 
out about pirates in the past and 
their treasure maps 

• Understanding the World: Draw 
information from a simple map  
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Topic 
 

Learning and Assessment 
Opportunities 

 
• Memorable 

Experiences 

 
• Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive 

the learning 

 
• Previous 

learning to 
revisit/ 
remember 

 
• Links to other subjects to 

make learning meaningful 
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Autumn 2 

Whatever the 

Weather 

 

Describe different types of weather and 
link it to the seasons.  Learn the names, 
locations and characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the UK 
Assessment- give a UK weather forecast 
in front of UK map. 
Key Theme - Places 

• Make the weather 
science experiments 

• Green screen weather 
forecasts (dress up 
day) 

• Where do we live on the map of the UK?  

• Which countries make up the UK? 

• Which are the capital cities in the UK?  

• What different types of weather are there and 
what season do they normally occur? 

• What do the different symbols on a weather map 
mean? 

• Refer back to Forest 
School from Early 
Years and the seasons 
covered 

• Link to science by referring to the 
weather of the different seasons 

• Link to art by describing the weather 
in different seasonal art pieces 

• Through science- discuss why we 
recycle, and which materials can be 

recycled 

 

Summer 1 

Who’s Afraid 

of the Big 

Bad Wolf 

 

Observe the different human and 
physical features of the school grounds 
and surrounding area, learning to use N, 
S, E and W to describe direction.  
Look at examples of real maps and the 
symbols featured on them. 
Assessment - Follow and describe a 
route on a fairy tale map, referring to 
human and physical features past on 
the way. 
Key Theme - Maps 

• Fairy Tale dress up 
day- draw and step 
inside giant maps 

• Which words help us to describe directions and 
how can we remember which are which? 

• What does human/ physical feature mean and 
can you give an example? 

• Can you sort these features into human or 
physical features? 

• Understanding map symbols and using them in 
own maps. 

• Which map was the best and why? 

• Refer back to map 
drawn in Early Years 
to describe route 
around the village  

• Link to computing and giving 
instructions to movable technology 
and algorithms 

• Link to literacy by discussing the 
human and physical features in 
different characters’ maps 

Summer 2 

Paws, Claws 

and Whiskers 

 

When discussing animals, use maps, 
atlases and globes to find where they 
live. Discuss whether these places are 
hot or cold and identify if they are 
nearer to the poles or equator on a 
world map.  
No assessment - Use this information 
on their animal presentation 
Key Theme – Places 

• Animal dress up day- 
find out which 
country does your 
animal come from 
and is it a hot or cold 
country? 

• Where is the UK in the world? 

• Which animals live in hot and cold countries? 

• Identify hot and countries. Why are some 
countries hotter/colder than others? 

• What clothes would you wear in a hot or cold 
country? Design an appropriate outfit. 

• Refer back to finding 
oceans/ lands on map 

in Early Years 

 

• Link to science through describing 
animal habitats 

• Link to art and DT through group 
work on designing and making a 
shoebox habitat for a hot place or a 
cold place. 

 

Topic 
 

Learning and Assessment 
Opportunities 

 
Memorable 
Experiences 

 
Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the 

learning 

 
Previous learning to 
revisit/ remember 

 
Links to other subjects to make 

learning meaningful 

Y
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a
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Autumn 1 

Eye on 

London 

Discus use of aerial photos and maps. 
Follow directions on maps of London 
and identify key landmarks. 
Assessment - devise a simple map for 
the Queen (Queen’s Knickers) using 
basic symbols in a key.  
Key Theme - Maps 

• Build London Day- 
make a giant 3D map 
of the city including 
physical landmarks 

• What does aerial mean? Can you take your own 
aerial photo of an object? 

• What is the difference between a city, a town 
and a village?  

• Are these features human or physical? 

• Can you use a key to show human and physical 
features on a map? 

• Refer back to map of 
school and walk to 
the church 

• Refer back to human 
and physical features 
of Bolnore School 

• Refer back to 
compass directions to 
include on map 

• Link to history by discussing 
landmarks before and after Great 
Fire of London 

• Link to DT by discussing architecture 
and Christopher Wren 

• Link to Literacy by designing a map 
for the Queen 

Spring 2 

African 

Adventure  
 

Use maps to find South Africa and 
England. Compare and contrast the 
areas of Johannesburg and Haywards 
Heath, using geographical language of 
physical and human features- comparing 
habitats, buildings, rivers and 
mountains.  
No assessment – Include this 
information on a poster about Nelson 
Mandela. 
Key Theme - Comparison 

• African drumming 
workshop 

• Where is South Africa on a map?’ 

• How would you travel there? 

• Would you like to visit or live in South Africa? 
Why? 

• What physical and human features are the same 
and different? 

•  

• Refer back to hot and 
cold countries and 
where they are in the 
world 

• Remind children of 
the four countries of 
the UK and where the 
UK is on the world 
map 

• Link to art though African Art and 
patterns 

• Link to history by learning about 
Nelson Mandela as an important 

historical figure 
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Summer 1 

& 2 

Commotion 

in the 

Ocean 

Use maps, globes and atlases to name 
and locate the 7 continents and 5 
oceans. Use this to find out about the 
environmental impact of plastic in the 
oceans, what can be done to change this 
and write a letter to the prime minister 
to persuade them to make country wide 
changes.  
Assessment - Use the correct 
vocabulary to describe coastal human 
and physical features after trip to the 
beach. 
Key Theme - Places 

• Trip to the seaside, 
look for physical and 
human features and 
name the oceans that 
can be seen  

• Which oceans do these sea animals live in? 

• Which oceans surround the UK? 

• Which continents have you been to and how did 
you get there? 

• Can we make a chart to find the most visited 
continent? 

• Where does the plastic in the oceans come from 
and what impact does it have? 

• Which human and physical features are there 
around the coast? 

• Refer back to hot and 
cold countries and 
link this to oceans 

• Remind children of 
the four countries of 
the UK and where the 
UK is on the world 
map 

• Link to science by discussing 
materials e.g. plastic and their 
properties 

• Link to science by describing where 
in the world different sea animals 
come from 

• Link to history by comparing physical 
and human features of the seaside 
then and now 
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Autumn 1 

Through the 

ages 

Walk around local area, looking for 
physical and human features to give 
clues on land use. Learn 8 points of 
compass through orienteering. Practice 
presenting a field survey about travel in 
Bolnore. 
Assessment- conduct a survey about 
land use in Bolnore, presenting their 
results on a map and bar graph 
Key Theme - Maps 

• Local area walk  • Which human and physical features does Bolnore 
have? 

• Can you use the 8 points of a compass to follow 
directions? 

• Can you follow directions on a map? 

• How to geographers gather information? 

• How is the land used in Bolnore? 

• Refer back to human 
and physical features 
of the school from 
Year 1 

• Refer back to aerial 
photos of London 
from Year 2 and link 
to google earth view 
of the village 

• Link back to compass 
directions taught in 
Year 1 

• EYFS visit to Co-op in 
Bolnore Village 

• Link to history through study of 
stone age to iron age and use of land 
during these period 

• Link to art by making stone age 
diorama using key geographical 
features 

• Link to data collecting and recording 

in prior maths lessons. 

Spring 2 

Factories 

and Forests  
 

Find out about different world climates, 
linked to a visit to Kew Gardens. Find 
different climate zones on maps and 
compare the zones in terms of location, 
weather and key features.  
Assessment – Present the causes and 
impact of climate change in a mini 
documentary 
Key Theme - Environment 

• Trip to Kew Gardens 

• Write letters to local 
supermarkets about 
their role in reducing 
climate change  

• What does climate mean? 

• What are the different climate zones and how 
are they the same and different? 

• Which climate zone would you like to visit and 
why? 

• What is climate change and how is the climate of 
the planet changing? 

• What is global warming and what can we do to 
improve climate change? 

• Refer back to hot and 
cold countries studied 
in Year 1 

• Refer back to the 
discussion of plastic in 
our oceans in Year 2.  

• Link to science by referring to 
different plants that grow in 
different climates 

• Link to art by looking at where 
Marianne North visited for her 

botanical art  

Summer 2 

Roaming 

Romans 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
locate countries in Europe. Describe 
some of the key physical and human 
features and major cities in these 
countries. Describe and understand 
volcanoes and earthquakes, including 
tectonic plates and what part they play 
in volcanoes and earthquakes. 
 
Assessment - make a labelled map to 
help the Romans plan their invasion, 
including key features, climate, facts 
and eight points of the compass. 
Key Theme - Places 

• Make an erupting 
volcano and describe 
how this relates to 
real volcanoes 

• Roman dress up day 

• Which European countries did the Romans 
invade and which did they not? 

• Are these still important settlements now? 

• Which physical and human features are 
important in these European countries and which 
cities are they in? What’s a region? 

• Can you find these countries on a map? 

• Where in the world would you find volcanoes 
and why do they erupt?  

• How are volcanoes and earthquakes the same 

and different? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Refer back to the 4 
countries of the UK 
and where to find the 
UK on a world map 
from Year 1 

• Refer back to the 7 
continents and 5 
oceans from Year 2 

• Refer back to human 
and physical features 
of the local area from 
Year 1 

• Link to history by describing which 
countries the Romans invaded and 

why 



 Topic  
Learning and Assessment Opportunities 

 
Memorable 
Experiences 

 
Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive 

the learning 

 
Previous learning to 
revisit/ remember 

 
Links to other subjects to 
make learning meaningful 
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Autumn 2 

Poles Apart 
 

Locate the countries, continents and oceans on the 
routes taken by Shackleton. Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, Equator Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle.  
 
Assessment – Label a detailed map of Shackleton’s 
expedition, describing the directions and route 
 
Key Theme - Maps 

• Explorer 
day using 
maps, 
compasses, 
orienteerin
g and life-
saving 
activities  

• Polar 
workshop 
December 
11th 

• What is the difference between a country, a 

continent and ocean? 

• What is the arctic and Antarctic circle? 

• Why are the ice caps melting? 

• What are latitudes and longitudes? 

• Can you use symbols and compass points on 
a map? 

• Which route did Shackleton take and how 
can we record it accurately (positional 
language)? 

• Refer back to continents 
and oceans learnt in Year 2 

• Refer back to compass 
points covered in Years 3 
and 1 and how they were 
used on a map 

• Refer back to climate 
change and link to polar 
ice caps melting 

• Refer back to use of 
positional language in Year 
1 

• Link to history by mapping 
Shackleton’s route after finding 
out about his expedition 

• Link to PSHE as a resilience role 
model 

Spring 1 

Invaders 

and Settlers 

Find out about the counties of Great Britain and use 
maps to look at their physical features.  
 
Assessment - decide where the Vikings should invade 
next and explain why? Give them directions and an 
explanation.  
 
Key Theme – Places  

Saxon/Viking 
Workshop (Portals 
to the Past) 5.2.26 

• What is the difference between a city, 
county and country? 

• What towns and cities are in our county? 

• Which counties did the Viking’s invade? 

• Which county would you suggest they 
invade next and which physical and human 
features would make it worth invading? 

• Refer back to countries of 
the UK learnt in Year 1 
 

• Link to history by mapping 
where the Vikings invaded 

• Link to art by sketching the 
Viking settlements and the key 
geographically features of 
where they settled 

 

Summer 1 

Rainforests 

Learn about biomes and vegetation belts, with a focus 
on the Amazon rainforest. Find out about the trade 
links and distribution of natural resources in to make a 
poster about the impact of deforestation.  
 
Assessment – Make a Venn diagram to compare 
Amazon to Ashenground Woods, including the key 
facts, physical and human features. 
 
Key Theme – Comparison/ Environment 

• Trip to 
Drucillas to 
find out 
about 
wildlife in 
the Amazon 
and the 
impact of 
deforestatio
n 

• What is the difference between a wood, 
forest, jungle and rainforest? 

• How are they the same and different? 

• Where is the Amazon and which countries 
are in South America? 

• Why is deforestation happening and what is 
the impact? 

• How is the Amazon Rainforest used? 

• How can we find things that are the same 
and different to Ashenground Woods? 

• Refer back to climate 
zones learnt about in Year 
3 

• Refer back to climate 
change impacts already 
found out about 

• Refer back to the 
continents leant in Year 2 

• Refer back to hot and cold 
places learnt in Year 1 

• Link to computing by creating 
green screen video 

• Link to Forest School and our 
use of the woods 

• Link to science and the layers of 
the rainforest 
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Autumn 2 

Bombs and 

Blasts 
 

Look at OS maps of Newhaven Fort and surrounding 
area. Describe the symbols and key. While at the Fort, 
observe and record the physical and human features 
using a sketch map.   
 
Assessment - Draw a simplified version of an OS map 
of Newhaven Fort to share with the French Allies. 
 
Key Theme - Maps 

• Visit to 
Newhaven 
Fort 

• Which counties and cities were involved in 
WW2? 

• What is an OS map and how is it different or 
the same as other maps you have seen? 

• What makes a map clear and accurate? 

• How can we record what we see at 
Newhaven Fort? 

• What can you record while you are there to 
help? 

• Refer back to maps looked 
at in Year 4 and 3 

• Refer back to local area 
maps in Year 3 

• Link to history through a 
historically interesting place 

• Link to art and creating war 
backgrounds, which physical 
and human features could be 
included? 

Spring 1 

Egypt and 

Greece 
 

Study of the River Nile. Describe the resources, trade 
links and make an information poster. Compare Greece 
as a holiday destination to Brighton. Use key physical 
and human features to compare. 
 
Assessment - and make a holiday brochure for visiting 
Greece 
Key Theme – Places/ Comparison 

• Egyptian 
workshop 

• Why was the River Nile important to the 
Egyptians?  

• Why is it still important? 

• Would you like to go to Greece on holiday? 
Why? 

• How would it compare to a holiday in 
Brighton? 

• Refer back to comparison 
of Ashenground woods 
and Amazon Rainforest in 
Year 4 

• Refer back to comparison 
of Haywards Heath and 
Johannesburg in Year 2 

• Link to history through the 
study of ancient civilizations 
and how they compare 

• Link to music as song about 
Egyptians could include 
information about the Nile 

Summer 2 

One Small 

Step… 
 

Find out about different time zones and what Prime 
Medium is. Look at the geography of North America, 
name key states and cities based on the space race. 
Link this learning to pollution and the environmental 
impact. 
 
Assessment – Present the issue of pollution in terms 
of cause, impact and future actions needed 
 
Key Theme - Environment 

• Connect to 
the 
countryside 
trip 

• What does Prime Medium mean? 

• When would you need to know about time 
zones? 

• Can you explain why there are different 
time zones in the world? 

• Where does air pollution come from and 
what is the impact? 

• Which methods reduce air pollution the 
most? 

• Refer back to different 
climates studied in Year 3 
and how this is similar to 
time zones 

• Refer back to learning 
about deforestation and 
climate change 

• Link to science by finding out 
why time zones exist 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://media.istockphoto.com/vectors/industrial-hook-icon-silhouette-on-white-background-vector-id1035457748?k%3D6%26m%3D1035457748%26s%3D612x612%26w%3D0%26h%3Dz7VMmZhiOVuUwOf9bRoP5XIg8jrH1lcMgHbO9t6VBZ0%3D&imgrefurl=https://www.istockphoto.com/illustrations/crane-hook&docid=Zp7BOgX5vWAePM&tbnid=mh9LsVkiHKGVLM:&vet=10ahUKEwjQz9eix5TmAhVMA2MBHe7wDEIQMwiKASgVMBU..i&w=612&h=612&bih=575&biw=1280&q=hook%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwjQz9eix5TmAhVMA2MBHe7wDEIQMwiKASgVMBU&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.konfest.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Konfest-PNG-JPG-Image-Pic-Photo-Free-Download-Royalty-Unlimited-clip-art-sticker-Question-Mark-Symbol-Sign-colorful-Multicolor-1.png&imgrefurl=https://www.konfest.com/product/free-png-question-mark-22/&docid=yF7HCN8TLJL91M&tbnid=isQ-Mh8v3-B1OM:&vet=10ahUKEwizxtDNif7kAhXYAWMBHQV1DagQMwiMASgOMA4..i&w=976&h=580&bih=575&biw=1280&q=question%20mark&ved=0ahUKEwizxtDNif7kAhXYAWMBHQV1DagQMwiMASgOMA4&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.ldatschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Memory.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.ldatschool.ca/working-memory-and-cognitive-load/&docid=X5Kn0CHUTmqW_M&tbnid=BjuTFia0ZRbXjM:&vet=10ahUKEwiH1Nbgif7kAhULmxQKHbY1ByQQMwiwASgqMCo..i&w=4000&h=4000&bih=575&biw=1280&q=memory&ved=0ahUKEwiH1Nbgif7kAhULmxQKHbY1ByQQMwiwASgqMCo&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.extramoneyanswer.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/links-small-300x259.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.extramoneyanswer.com/creating-affiliate-links&docid=BASyNny1WUqSzM&tbnid=_32QuaSO8ps40M:&vet=10ahUKEwic7c-biv7kAhWB5OAKHThzDNQQMwiFASgnMCc..i&w=300&h=259&bih=575&biw=1280&q=make%20links&ved=0ahUKEwic7c-biv7kAhWB5OAKHThzDNQQMwiFASgnMCc&iact=mrc&uact=8


 Topic 
 

Learning and Assessment 
Opportunities 

 
Memorable 
Experiences 

 
Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the 

learning 

 
Previous learning to 
revisit/ remember 

 
Links to other subjects to make 

learning meaningful 
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Autumn 1 

Beyond 

Brighton 
 

Conduct treasure hunt using 6-digit grid 
references. Use digital and paper maps 
to compare how Brighton has changed 
over time. Study population changes in 
the local area and identify the impact of 
a rising population. 
 
Assessment - Draw a map over a digital 
map to show the changes in Brighton 
and the impact they have had.  
Use grid references to annotate map 
with physical and human changes and 
explanations. 
 
Key Theme - Maps 

• Walk around Brighton 
as photography 
project 

• How do grid references help find locations? 

• Why do places change over time? 

• Which features have changed over time?  

• How does the population change over time? 

• How does a change in population affect the local 
area? 

• Why have the physical and human features in 
Brighton changed? 

• Refer back to 
environmental 
learning on climate 
change, pollution and 
deforestation 

• Refer back to local 
area studies in Year 4, 
3 and 1 

• Link to art topic on photography and 
trip to Brighton 

• Link to maths and co-ordinates and 
compare to using grid references 

• Link to history and study of Brighton 
in the past 

Spring 2 

Dream, 

Believe, 

Achieve 

Which capital city should win the ‘cool’ 
award this year? Find out about 
different capital cities, their key physical 
and human features and what makes 
them the best. 
 
Assessment – Poster to describe the 
best capital city, comparing it to others 
in a bid to win the award 
 
Key Theme - Comparison 

 • What is a capital city? 

• What key geographical facts will you need to find 
out to compare cities? 

• How can you find these facts out? 

• Which aspects of your chosen capital city will you 
present and why? 

• Refer back to the 
capital cities of the 
UK from Year 1 

• Refer back to the 
seven continents 
learnt in Year 2 

• Refer back to the 
difference between a 
continent and country 
in Year 4 

• Link to history topic on Famous 
people of the 20th Century, where 
did they live 

Summer 

term 

Ancient 

Wonders 
 

As part of the study of the Bagdad, learn 
to locate and describe the key physical 
and human characteristics, countries 
and cities in Asia. Use this information to 
support history learning. 
 
No assessment – Include this 
information in history presentation  
 
Key Theme – Places 

• Filmed tour of ancient 

Bagdad 

• Where is Bagdad? 

• What key human and physical features are in this 
area? 

• What makes it a good place to live? 

• Where is this in relation to other countries in the 
area? 

• Refer back to where 
Greece and Egypt are 
on the map as other 
ancient civilizations 

• Refer back to study 
on Greece  

• Link to literacy by designing own 
island, what are the geographical 
features of the island 

• Link to history study on the Mayan 
Civilization 
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