
  

History Vision Statement 

At Bolnore Village Primary School we want History to fire children’s curiosity about the past 

in Britain and the wider world and help them to understand the diversity of human experience. 

History is important as it provides children with the opportunities to empathise with others, 

argue a point of view and reach their own conclusions - essential skills that are prized in adult 

life. Therefore, we aim for a high-quality history curriculum that has been carefully designed 

and sequenced to equip our children with a secure, coherent knowledge of British, local and 

world history. Curriculum content is knowledge and vocabulary rich, in a sequenced 

chronological order, allowing children to develop their understanding of abstract concepts as 

they move through school. We intend to inspire pupils to develop a broad historical and 

cultural awareness by:  

• providing opportunities for children to develop a chronological framework by 

investigating the past and how it influences the present; encouraging children to 

interrogate evidence and form their own opinions.  

• enabling children to communicate their view points in a variety of ways using appropriate 

vocabulary.  

• exploring a range of sources of information.  

• fostering enjoyment, empathy and curiosity for finding out about the past. 

 



 Bolnore Primary School Curriculum: INTENT History 

 
 

 

Describing important events 

and people in history 

 

Understanding significant 

historical terms 

 

Making connections, drawing 

conclusions, drawing contrasts 

 

Interpreting historical 

sources 

 

Developing a sense of time 

 

EYFS 
• To begin to discuss the lives of 

people around them and their roles 
in society 
 

• Use past, present and future in 

relation to time  

• To use the names of days of the 

week and months of the year as 

a unit of time  

• Compare and contrast characters from 
stories, including figures from the past 

• Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class 

• Comment on images of 
familiar situations in the past 

• Understand the past through 
settings, characters and 
events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling  

• Begin to make sense of their own life-
story and family’s history 

Year 1 
• Describe changes within living 

memory and how they reveal 
aspects of change in national life 

• Research the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements 

• Describe significant historical events, 
people and places in their own 
locality 

• Describe verbally and begin to 
record certain events and people 
 

• Use common words and 
phrases relating to the passing 
of time 

• Begin to use comparison 
language to describe when 
events happened  

• Use ‘same’ and ‘different’ 
accurately to compare historical 
times 

• Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different period 

• Begin to make verbal and simple 
written comparisons between a 
particular era and now in the UK 

• Compare objects from the past to 
those known/ used by children now 

• Ask and answer questions, 
choosing and using parts of 
stories and other sources to 
show that they know and 
understand key features of 
events 

• Start to understand how to 
use videos, photos, books 
and the internet to find 
information  

• Describe how a visit can be 
used to find out about the 
past 

• Know where the people and events 
they study fit within a chronological 
framework by understanding of the 
lives of the children, their parents 
and grandparents to identify changes 

Year 2 
• Understand and explain events 

beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally  

• Research the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some 
should be used to compare aspects 
of life in different period 

• Describe orally and in writing, the 
significant historical events, people 
and places in their own locality 

• Use a wide vocabulary of 
everyday historical terms 

• Begin to understand what 
‘historical evidence’ means in 
terms of diaries, photos, real 
objects and videos 

• Use the word ‘significant’ to 
describe an event or person’s 
action and explain why it can be 
described as this 
 

• Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different period 
in the UK and other parts of the world 

• Start to compare different objects from 
the past to now, discuss how and why 
they were invented and the impact of 
new inventions on now 

• Understand some of the 
ways in which we find out 
about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is 
represented 

• Describe how a diary can be 
used to find out about a the 
past and compare this to 
using photos and videos 

• Know where the people and events 
they study fit within a chronological 
framework 

• Start to understand the order of time 
and where the topics they have 
covered can be placed on a timeline  

• Have an understanding of how the 
historical topics covered link together 

Year 3 
• Describe changes in Britain from the 

Stone Age to the Iron Age 

• Research the Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain 

• Study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 
1066 (Victorian Britain) 

• Describe events and people in 
sentences and state why and how it 
impacts the way live today 

• Use the terms ‘influence,’ 
‘empire’ and ‘achievements’ 
correctly  

• Describe historical eras in short- 
and long-term timescales 

• Use the correct terms to 
describe Stone Age, Bronze Age 
and Iron Age, prehistoric, fossil, 
archaeology 

• Learn to use Roman vocabulary 
e.g. emperor, barbarians, 
legacy. 

• Answer and begin to form historically 
valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and 
significance 

• Compare and contrast the life of rich 
and poor people in the same time 
period 

• Make contracts and connections 
between Roman times and now  

• Make more complex comparisons by 
describing similarities and differences 
and starting to draw links across more 
than one time period 

• Understand how our 
knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of 
sources 

• Compare different sources 
about the Stone Age 
including artefacts 

• Discuss how different 
interpretations of the past 
have been constructed 
 

• Develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history 

• Learn about changes in Britain from 
the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

• Gain a sense of when this happened 
compared to dinosaurs being alive 

• Begin to develop a scale of time and 
perspective of how long each time 

period is 

 

Describing important events 

and people in history 

 

Understanding significant 

historical terms 

 

Making connections, drawing 

conclusions, drawing contrasts

 

Interpreting historical 

sources 

 

Developing a sense of time
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Year 4 
• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-

Saxons and Scots 

• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of Edward the 
Confessor 

• Describe the life of a significant 
person in history 

• Describe events and people in 
sentences and justify how it 
impacts the way live today 

• Use the terms cause and 
consequence’ correctly 

• Understand what ‘explore’ 
‘conquer’ ‘settle’ and ‘invade’ 
mean and use these to 
describe events in more than 
one historical era 

 

• Form and answer together 
historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and 
difference, and significance 

• Note connections, contrasts and 
trends over time by comparing 
settlements and changes in life in 
Great Britain 

• Make more complex comparisons by 
describing similarities and 
differences and starting to draw 
links across more than one time 
period 

• Understand how our 
knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range 
of sources e.g. newspapers, 
photos, videos, diaries 

• Discuss and interpret how 
the Anglo Saxon and 
Vikings recorded major 
people and events 

• Discuss how accurate 
newspaper reports are as 
historical sources and 
compare this to other 
historical sources 

• Develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history 

• Establish clear narratives within 
and across the periods they study 
by discussing which key events in 
one person’s life have meant they 
are remembered 

• Compare eras studied this year 
with previous historical topics in 
terms of when they happened and 
how long they lasted 

Year 5 
• Conduct a local history study 

(Newhaven Fort) 

• Describe the achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an overview 
of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth 
study of Ancient Egypt 

• Research Ancient Greece – a study 
of Greek life and achievements 
and their influence on the western 
world 

• Interpret a key historical event 
from different people’s points of 
view 

• Use the terms ‘ancient’ and 
‘civilization’ correctly and 
discuss them in terms of 
legacy 

• Describe life in the past using 
the term ‘parliament.’ 
‘peasantry’ and ‘societies’ 

• Use a wide range of topic 
specific vocabulary when 
talking and writing about 
different historical topics 

• Discuss which questions are 
historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and 
difference, and significance and find 
the answers independently 

• Note connections, contrasts and 
trends over time by comparing 
ancient civilizations, including life at 
the time, achievements and 
influence on the modern western 
world  

• Make connections and comparisons 
of several features that link across 
several periods of time and to start 
to draw conclusions about historical 
narratives 

• Construct informed 
responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 
historical information 

• Conduct a visit to a local 
place of historical 
significance and discuss its 
use as a source 

• Describe how the national 
history is reflected in the 
local area 

• Use historical sources to 
draw conclusions, using 
contrasting arguments and 
interpretations 

• Describe how different 
people’s views and beliefs 
may be a result of culture 
or birthplace 

• Develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history 

• Establish clear narratives by 
ordering some key local events 
chronologically 

• Compare eras studied this year 
with previous historical topics in 
terms of when they happened and 
how long they lasted and the 
impact on modern life 

Year 6 
• Conduct a local history study 

(Brighton) 

• Conduct a study of an aspect or 

theme in British history that 

extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066 (leisure 

and entertainment in the 20th 

Century) 

• Research a non-European society 
that provides contrasts with 
British history: Islamic civilization, 
including a study of Baghdad c. AD 
900 

• Describe people and events and 
how different people’s views and 
beliefs may be a result of culture, 
birthplace and how the effect the 
way we live today 

• Discuss continuity and change 
using the terms ‘cultural, 
economic, military, political, 
religious and social history’ 

• Understand what ‘social 
change’ and ‘civil rights’ 
mean 

• Use and understand a wide 
range of historical vocabulary 
in their writing 

• Regularly address and sometimes 
devise historically valid questions 
about change, cause, similarity and 
difference, and significance 

• Note connections, contrasts and 
trends over time by comparing and 
contrasting ancient civilizations and 
20th century history and the 
influence on the modern world 

• Make connections and comparisons 
of several features that link across 
several periods of time and to start 
to draw conclusions about historical 
narratives 

• Construct informed 
responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 
historical information  

• Evaluate different sources 
for famous events from 
20th Century describing 
their reliability and 
accuracy 

• Develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history 

• Describe how and why the local 
area has changed over the century 

 


