
 
Curriculum IMPLEMENTATION  Music 

Listening, reviewing, 
evaluating music 

 
Musicianship and 

performing 

 
Singing 

 
 

 
Composing 

 
Musical terms used 

 
 

  

Topic/Music units 
 

Learning and Assessment 
Opportunities 

 
Memorable 
Experiences 

 
Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive 

the learning 

 
Previous learning to 
revisit/ remember 

 
Links to other 

subjects to make 
learning 

meaningful 

 

EY
FS

 

All About us 
 

Sparkle and 
Shine  

 

• Explore the Music 
room and 
instruments 

• Learn or re-cap 
nursery rhymes and 
simple songs 

• Use actions and 
move in time to the 
music in order 

• Introduce the terms 
pulse, pitch and 
tone 

• Sing a range of call 
and response songs  

• Christmas 
show 
performance 
to families 

• How can we demonstrate 
our 3 School Rules in the 
music room and towards 
the instruments?  

• What nursery rhymes do 
you know already? Can 
you sing them to us? 

• What makes a good 
performance? 

• What is the pulse? How 
can you show me? 

• Find out if any 
children have 
performed in a 
play before 

• Bonfire 
night song, 
bones 
songs, 
Christmas 
songs, 
celebratio
n songs 
e.g. 
birthdays 

 

Wonderful World  
 

The Great 
Outdoors  

• Understand the 
terms pulse, pitch 
and tone 

• Listen to music and 
describe what is 
might be used for  

• Learn topic related 
songs 

• Listen to a 
range of 
traditional 
music from 
countries 
around the 
world (UK, 
China, 
America, 
Australia)  

• What do you like about 
this music? 

• Which instruments can 
you hear? 

• What do you notice about 
this song? Is it fast or slow, 
loud or quiet? 

• Can you play instruments 
in time with the pulse? 

• Refer back to 
treating 
instruments 
with respect  

• Link to 
literacy 
through 
identifying 
rhyming 

• Links to 
EAD: 
Listening 
to winter 
(and other 
seasons)  
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• Use percussion 
instruments with 
correct technique 

• Listen to a range of 
classical pieces and 
discuss  

music and 
thinking 
about 
what 
season it 
might be  

 

 Blue Planet  
 

Journey to the 
past  

  

• Compose own raps 
and rhymes by 
changing words in 
learnt versions 

• Listen to a range of 
music genres 

• Improvise own 
rhythms linked to 
Sea Animals/ 
dinosaurs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Trip to the 
Sealife – 
explore the 
sounds in the 
centre to 
create their 
own piece of 
music upon 
return  

• Can you change the words 
of this song? 

• What is a pulse? Can you 
play the pulse? 

• Can you make your 
rhythm louder or quieter? 

• Can you make your 
rhythm faster or slower? 

• How can these 
instruments represent the 
sounds in story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

• Fast/ slow and 
loud/ quiet 
when 
improvising 
and composing 

• Build on 
instruments 
names and 
playing them 
with the 
correct 
technique 

• Links to 
EAD: 
Listening 
to waves 
and 
thinking 
about if 
the sea is 
calm or 
rough 



Class 
Topic 

YR 

Music units 

 
Learning and 
Assessment 
Opportunities 

 
• Memorable 

Experiences 

 
• Key Questions (for 

Bolnore) to drive the 
learning 

 
• Previous 

learning to 
revisit/ 
remember 

 
• Links to 

other 
subjects 
to make 
learning 
meaningfu
l 

K
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Y
e
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Animals & 

Fireworks 
 

3 weeks 
Autumn 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparation for 
Little Big Sing 

3 weeks – 
Autumn 1 

 
 

Responding to Music 
with movement. 
Following the tempo 
with body movements. 
Identifying instruments 
in a piece of music. 
 
Using instruments to 
describe an animal. 
 
Sorting instruments into 
‘Tap, scrape & shake’. 
 
Identifying fast/slow, 
loud/quiet, 
smooth/jerky, high/low 
in a piece of music. 
 
Making firework sounds 
using our voices and 
then transferring on to 
instruments. 
 
Drawing firework 
sounds. 
 
 
 
Using firework warm 
ups for our voices. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performing 
alongside other 
schools 

Which sections are fast, which 
are slow?  
Can I identify an instrument 
just by listening?  
How does the music describe 
things?  
What elements of music can 
we change? (Tempo, pitch and 
smoothness) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can we make sure we project 

our voices without shouting? 
How can we show our Bolnore 
Best in a performance? 

Fast/slow 
Loud/quiet 
Finding the pulse 
Sorting 
instruments. 

PE with 
warming up 
the voice and 
movement. 
English – using 
adjectives to 
describe the 
movements of 
the animals. 
Art/design: 
Drawing 
firework 
sounds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PE – Warming 
up the voice 
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 Singing songs with a 
sense of the shape of 
the melody 
Using a good posture 
when singing. 
Working together. 

Can we all sing together 
making sure we watch and 
listen carefully? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and working 
as a team. 

W
h
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e
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 W
ea
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Instruments and 

Christmas 

 
Autumn 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Warming up our voices 

with ’Come Dance with 

Me’. 

 

Changing voices in 

‘Have you brought 

your...voice’ 

 

Keeping the beat using 

different actions. 

 

Keeping the beat using 

different instruments in 

‘Choose and instrument 

you can play’. 

 

Sharing instrument 

names 

 

Playing simple rhythms 

 

Taking turns. 

 

Singing Nativity songs 

with a sense of the 

shape of the melody. 

 

Stopping and starting 

together. 

 

• Christmas 
performance 
to families 
 

Can you keep the beat with 
your body?  Your instrument?  
Which instrument is this?  
Which instrument is your 
favourite/ Why?  
How do we play this 
instrument?  
What pattern can you make?  
What are the songs about?  
Can we be ready to all start 
together?  
Can you follow the shape of 
the pitch with your hand? 

Finding the 
pulse/beat.   
Identifying 
instrument names 
Singing songs with 
a sense of shape of 
the melody 
 

PE with 
warming up 
the voice and 
movement. 
 
RE (Christmas)  
PSHE- turn 
taking & 
taking care of 
equipment/ 
resources 



Changing our dynamics 

for different songs e.g. 

singing softly in a 

lullaby. 

D
ar

in
g 

D
is

co
ve

re
rs

 

 
Musical 

Conversations/W
inter 

Spring 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Improvising question & 
answer conversations 
using percussion 
instruments. 
 
Demonstrating use of 
dynamics in a question 
& answer conversation. 
 
Following a graphic 
score. 
 
Reading and playing 
rhythms from a graphic 
score.  
 
Creating a graphic 
score.  
 
Composing a piece 
called ‘The Phone Call’ 
 
Singing an action song 
with a sense of the 
melodic shape. 
 
Tapping rhythm 
patterns 
 
Demonstrating the beat 
on bodies and 
instruments. 

Sharing our 
compositions 
with 
parents/carers 
via SeeSaw. 

Can you keep the beat with 
your body?    
Which instrument is this?  
How do we play this 
instrument?  
Can you read and follow the 
patterns?  
What is this song about?  
Can we be ready to all start 
together?  
Can you follow the rhythms 
with your hand?  
Can you follow the score?  
Can you improvise the 
question/answer? 

Finding the 
beat/pulse. 
 
Loud/quiet  

 

Fast/slow 

 

High or low 

 

Identifying 

instruments 

 
Singing together 
with a sense of 
the shape of the 
melody. 

Weather 
Literacy – 
Conversation
s - questions 
and answers 
PSHE – Turn 
taking 
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Spring, Insects 

and Growing: 
rhythmic 

notation, scale, 

pitch, beat and a 

song 

 
Spring 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

To be completed 
Move with actions to a 
song, both on and off 
the beat. 
 
Recognising a major 
scale using body 
movements. 
 
Composing and 
performing music using 
rhythm cards. 
 
Reading and playing 
from simple notation. 
(Dots and dashes) 
 
Taking it in turns to be a 
conductor 
 
Singing with a sense of 
the shape of the melody 
 
Changing our voices in 
‘Have you got 
your...voice?’ 
 
 

End of term 
performance to 
parents/carers. 

Can you keep the beat with 
your body whilst doing the 
actions?    
How do we play this 
instrument?  
Can you read and follow the 
patterns?  
What is this song about?  
Can we be ready to all start 
together?  
Can you follow the rhythms 
with your hand?  
Can you move slowly listening 
to 8 notes rising in pitch? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Singing together 
with a sense of 
the melodic 
shape. 
 
Recognising pitch 
 
Identifying 
instruments. 
 
Playing rhythms 
 
Following graphic 
scores 
 
Finding the 
beat/pulse. 
 
 

Link to PE 
and dance. 
Sequencing 
moves/action
s. 
 
Science – 
minibeasts, 
growth 
Literacy – 
reading basic 
doing words 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W
h

o
’

s 
af

ra
id

 o
f 

th
e 

B
ig

 b
ad

 W
o

lf
? 

 

 

Recognising 

Different sounds 

(Timbre) 

Summer 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Listening to the hidden 

instrument and 

identifying its category 

(shake, tap, scrape) 

 

Following conducting – 

higher/lower, 

faster/slower, 

louder/quieter 

 
Conducting the class 
 

 
Sharing our work 
on SeeSaw 
 
 
 
 

What is a conductor? 

What is their role? 

What verbs can we use to 
categorise instruments? 

 

How can we show changes 
in pitch, tempo and 
dynamics when conducting? 

Musical 
movement 
Sorting 
instruments into 
‘Tap, scrape, 
shake’. 
‘Have you got 
your...voice?’ 
 
High/low, 
fast/slow, 
loud/quiet. 
 

Literacy – 
verbs/doing 
words 
 
PSHE – turn 
taking – taking 
it in turns to 
be a leader. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Identifying tuned and 
untuned instruments. 
 
Playing rhythms from 
notation cards 
 
Reading and playing the 
rhythm for ‘Doggie, 
Doggie’ on an untuned 
instrument. 
 

Can we categorise 
instruments? 

What are tuned and 
untuned instruments? 

What do forte and piano 
mean? 

Can I conduct a group to 
make a piece of music? 

Can I play a rhythm from a 

notation card? 
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Jack and the 

Beanstalk - 

Composing 

Summer 2 

Using our 

voices/bodies/instrume

nts to tell a story. 

 

 

End of term 
performance to 
parents/carers 

Can we make sound effects to 
make the story even more 
exciting?  

Why did you choose that 
sound/instrument? (fast, slow, 
high, low, scratchy, quiet etc)  

Plasticine person 
(visited in 
Winter/musical 
conversations 
unit) 
 

Literacy – 
traditional 
stories 
 
PSHE: Turn 
taking for 
different 



Exploring sound effects 

using voice or other 

objects/instruments 

 

Keeping the beat on a 

drum/body 

 

Improvisation for 

different parts of the 

Jack & the Beanstalk 

story. 

 

Listening back to our 

piece and reflecting 

what works and what 

could be improved on. 

 

Comparing 

performances of songs 

from earlier in the year 

and showing how we 

have improved. 

 

 

 

 

 

How can we improve our 
music/sounds?  

How do we make high and low 
sounds with a xylophone? 

How can we change how we 
play instrument to match a 
part of the story? 

Revisiting songs 
from earlier in 
the year (e.g. 
Come Dance with 
Me, Digging the 
Garden) 
 
Keeping the 
beat/pulse 
 
Tuned/untuned 
instrument 
revision 
 
Improvisation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

parts of the 
story. 

              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    



 
 
 

Class 
Topic 

YR  

Music Units 

 
Learning and 
Assessment 
Opportunities 

 
• Memorable 

Experiences 

 
• Key Questions (for 

Bolnore) to drive the 
learning 

 
• Previous 

learning to 
revisit/ 
remember 

 
• Links to 

other 
subjects 
to make 
learning 
meaningfu
l 
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o
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Y
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Beat/Pulse and 

Exploring our 

Voices 
 

6 weeks 
 

Autumn 1 

Showing high and low 
pitch in ‘Hippo & 
Mouse’  
 

Keeping the beat in 

London Bridge and 

showing the rhythms 

through 

clapping/singing the 

lyrics. 

 

Following “thinking 

voice” through Traffic 

Light game. 

 

Keeping a steady beat 

through “Switch” game 

to music of Consider 

Yourself. 

 

Score reading through 

“Lifts and Stairs” 

challenge. 

 

 

 What is the difference 
between beat and rhythm? 
Can we keep a steady beat? 
Can we perform a rhythm 
accurately? 
How can we show different 
pitches using our voices and 
pitched percussion (glocks). 
 

Keeping a steady 
beat. 
Pitch – high/low 
using voices. 
Singing with a  
 

• Link to 
literacy 
and 
performan
ce. 
Children 
learning 
lines like 
learning 
song lyrics 

• Make link 
between 
how we 
perform 
songs and 
perform 
our lines 
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Singing Together 

in Tune 

(Christmas 

Song/Nativity) 
 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrating 

expression through the 

way we use our voices 

e.g Witch, Witch. 

Singing using gentle 

voices in a lullaby-style 

song. 

Singing boldly in an 

upbeat march-style 

song. 

 

Discussing 

improvements for our 

singing 

 

Individual singing in 

games to ensure 

children are singing in 

tune. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Show 
to 
parents/carers. 

 How can we sing in tune 
together?  
Can I suggest some 
movements to go with the 
words? 
 Can I make a spooky sound 
with my voice?  
Can I sing with expression? 
 

Hippos and mice 
and cherry pie 
warm ups. 
 
Singing together 
with a growing 
sense of the 
melodic shape 
 

Link to PE by 
warming up 
our voices to 
warming up 
before PE 
lessons 
 
RE: 
Christmas. 

To
ta

lly
 D

ah
lic

io
u

s  
Orchestra: Peter 

and the Wolf, 

ostinato, 

notation 

 
 

Sorting instruments of 
the orchestra into 
families. 
 
Playing ‘Have you got 
your...voice?’ on un-
tuned percussion 
 

Share our 
themes on 
SeeSaw or with 
Y1. 

What is an orchestra?  
What families of instruments 
are there and how can I 
recognise them?  
How do composers create 
themes based on characters? 
What is standard rhythmic 

‘Have you got 
your...voice?’ 
 
Grouping 
instruments 
 
Keeping a steady 
beat 

Choose a 

character 

from a Roald 

Dahl book 

(class book?) 

to base our 

music on. 



Playing ostinati on 
bodies and un-tuned 
percussion 
 
Identifying why specific 
instruments were 
chosen for different 
themes in Peter & the 
Wolf. 
 
Composing themes for 
the characters the 
children have been 
studying from a story in 
class. 
 
Reading and playing 
crotchets and quavers 
(Joes and Josies) 
 
 

notation and how can I read 
it?  
What is an ostinato? 
 

 
Being a conductor 
 
Difference 
between beat 
and rhythm. 

Stories, 

characterisati

on 

 

PE/PSHE - 

Turn taking, 

teamwork. 

 

Science – 

How 

different 

instruments 

produce 

sound. 

A
fr

ic
an

 A
d
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n

tu
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Conduct and 

Improvise 

Spring 2 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading & writing 
rhythms using 
crotchets, quavers, 
minims and crotchet 
rests. 
 
“Switch” game using 
beat and then rhythm 
 
Singing hot cross buns 
showing pitch with 
hands. 
 
Identifying minim note 
in Hot Cross Buns 
 
Understanding major & 
minor by using body 
(happy/sad) 
 

 
End of term 
performance to 
parents/carers. 

Can we write the rhythms we 
hear? 
Can I play a song I know by 
ear? 
Can I conduct the class or my 
group? 
Can I improvise? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Flowers and weeds 
(from Y1) 
Jim Along Josie 
Crotchets and 
quavers 
Conducting games 
from Y1, Term 5. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maths – note 
values. 
Venn diagram 

 



 
 
 
 

Djembe 
Drumming 

Workshop Lesson 
(1 lesson in 

Spring 2) 

Playing Hot Cross Buns 
by ear on glockenspiels. 
 
Improvising a new tune 
for Hot Cross Buns using 
C,D,E. 
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2 & 3 time and 

extending pitch 

and rhythm 

summer 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tapping/clapping to 
Swing Along/ Dipidu to 
differentiate 2 or 3 
time. 
 
Creating movement 
patterns 
 
Showing pitches in a 3 
note song to a partner. 
 
Improvise a 4 beat 
pattern using 3 notes. 
 
Learn a 2 part chant and 
perform it using 
expression and 
dynamics 
 
Transferring the whole 
song on to percussion  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can I tell if music is in 2 or 3 
time, just by listening? 

Can I play a song I know by 
ear? 

Can I ‘beat time’ and conduct 
in 2 or 3 time? 

Can I improvise a 4 beat 
pattern? 

Can I perform a two -part 
chant with expression and 
dynamics 

 

 

Keeping a steady 
beat. 
 
Improvisation 
 
Singing with 
expression. 
 
Responding to 
dynamics. 
 
‘Singing’ a song 
internally and 
playing it on 
percussion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Maths – 
Venn 
Diagram 

• Counting 
the beat. 

• PSHE – 
turn taking 

• PE – 
Dance link 
– creating 
movement 
patterns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Ostinato and 

partner songs 

Summer 2 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Reading and writing the 
rhythm of a song. 
 
Playing an ostinato 
through a song. 
 
Learning to sing ‘Pease 
Pudding Hot.’ 
 
Demonstrating pitch 
through ‘Elevator’ warm 
up. 
 
Singing ‘London Bridge’ 
and ‘Pease Pudding Hot’ 
together to create a 
partner song 
 
Children hold their part 
in the song and can hear 
how it fits together with 
the other part. 
 
Improvising a short 
section of a song to tell 
a story. (Early One 
Morning...) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer 
performance to 

parents/carers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can we sing two songs at 
once? 

Can I improvise a story using 
my voice? 

Can I play an ostinato? 

 

 
 
Revisiting ‘London 
Bridge’ from 
Autumn 1 
Witch, Witch 
Dipidu 
 
Ostinati 
 
Reading and 
writing rhythms 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Literacy – 
storytelling 
PSHE – turn-
taking, 
confidence. 

 

Class 
Topic 

YR Music Unit 

 
Learning and 
Assessment 

Opportunities 

 
Memorable 
Experiences 

 
Key Questions (for Bolnore) 

to drive the learning 

 
Previous learning 

to revisit/ 
remember 

 
Links to other 

subjects to 
make learning 

meaningful 
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What’s the 

Score? Score 

reading and 

Rhythm 
Autumn 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Songs 
Autumn 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

play a rhythm with body 
percussion, read and 
follow a score 
 
learning to read and 
write crotchets and 
quavers and knowing 
what a beat is. 
 
Demonstrating 
understanding of beats 
and noteheads. 
 
Play a rhythm using 
percussion instruments 
with control 
 
 
 
 
Singing and tapping the 
beat in Jingle Bell Rock 
 
Learning to sing Love 
Shone Down smoothly 
 
Opportunities for 
solos/duets as well as 
singing in unison and 
know what makes a 
good blend as a choir. 
 
Concentrating on our 
breath for correct 
phrasing. 
 
Creating movements for 
the chorus of Love 
Shone Down and 
movements for Jingle 
Bell Rock. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas 
performance 

What is a score? 
What is notation? 
What is a rhythm? 
How do we count notes in a 
rhythm? 
What’s the difference 
between note heads and 
beats? 
Can we write out our own 
rhythms using crotchets and 
quavers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can we sing together 
with a good blend?  
How can I use my diaphragm 
and easily sing higher notes 
(lift soft palette)?  
Can I suggest some 
movements to go with the 
words?  
What dynamics do we need 
to be really effective? 
 
 
 
 

Y2: recapping 
difference between 
beat and rhythm. 
Revisiting standard 
rhythmic notation. 
Musical 
vocabulary, beat, 
tempo, duration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revisiting singing in 
tune and singing 
with expression. 

Comparing a 
score to a plan 
like you would 
have in a piece 
of writing. 
PE: Working in 
teams, having 
leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Science – 
sound 
production. 
PSHE – 
working 
together. 
RE – Christmas 
– meaning of 
lyrics 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowing how to 
improve our songs and 
getting them 
performance ready 
 
Demonstrating changes 
in dynamics to add 
expression to the songs. 
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Year 3 Choir: 

‘Speed Bonnie 

Boat’ - focus on 

Voice 

Spring 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senwa Dedende 

syncopation, 

rhythm reading –  

Spring 2 
 
 

Listen, read, draw and 
sing the shape of a 
melody. Read, say and 
clap simple rhythm 
patterns. 
 
 
identify verse and 
chorus and sing them 
differently, following 
the meaning and 
putting expression into 
the song. 
 
Identifying dynamic 
markings on a score 
 
read, clap and play 
crotchets, minims and 
semibreves. 
 
sing a song with 
dynamics and 
expression 
 
Opportunities for 
singing in harmony 
Learning to sing a 
Ghanaian round. 
 
Reading and singing 
from a score 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who was Bonnie prince 
Charlie?   
What would you do if you 
were Bonnie Prince Charlie?  
What is the difference 
between tuned an un-tuned 
percussion?  
Can we sing with expression? 
Can we identify the verse and 
the chorus of a song? 
Can I follow the shape of a 
melody? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is a round?  
What is syncopation? 
 
 
 
 

Singing with 
expression 
Following the 
shape of a melody 
Following simple 
notation 
Music from other 

cultures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading from a 
score 
Singing in tune 
Music from other 
cultures 
Keeping to a steady 
beat 

Geography, 
history, 
literacy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography, 
maths, 
history, 
literacy 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read, say and clap 
rhythms 
 
Recognising playing, 
singing and writing 
syncopated rhythms 
 
Papaya rhythm game 
 
Internalising a piece of 
music to successfully 
perform in a round 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowing difference 
between 
beat/pulse and 
rhythm 
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Rossini – 

listening & 

notation. 
William Tell 

Overture 

 
Summer 1 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Exploring 

Composing to 

Describe a 

Picture: Seaside 

Composing in 

Groups 

 
Summer 2 

 
 
 

Reading and following 
notation on a score 
 
Playing from a score 
using body percussion 
and instruments 
 
Read, clap, write, play 
crotchets, quavers, 
semibreves 
 
Playing with accuracy 
 
read, improvise and 
perform music using 
different durations to 
make a rhythm pattern 
over 4 beats, including a 
1 beat rest. 
 
Play the William Tell 
Overture on un-tuned 
percussion. 
 
Playing musically and 
knowing how to 
rehearse and refine 
work. 
 
 
 
Compose music to 
describe a picture using  
voice and/or body 
 
 
Suggesting sounds you 
might hear when 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Share seaside 
compositions on 
website/seesaw 
link? 

What is the difference 
between tuned an un-tuned 
percussion?  
Can you listen, read, clap, and 
play rhythm patterns?  
Can you recognise pieces by 
Rossini?  
Can you improvise a 4 beat 
pattern? 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can we compose music to 
describe a picture?  
How can our music have a 
clear beginning, middle and 
end?  

 
Follwing a score 
Crotchets, quavers 
Playing untuned 
percussion. 
Keeping to a steady 
beat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using music to tell 
a story/describe 
something 
 
Difference 
between dynamics, 
tempo and pitch. 
 
Following a 
conductor 

Geography, 
history, 
literacy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Water, beach, 
seaside 
(geography, 
science), art – 
likening 
different 
sound layers 
to different 



looking at seaside 
pictures. 
 
Discussing meaning of 
dynamics, tempo & 
pitch 
 
play, explore and 
describe melodies 
which move mostly by 
step and by leap. 
 
Working together with a 
group to compose 
 
Listening for layers of 
sound and making 
adjustments to describe 
a picture. 
 
Comment on effective 
of own and others 
music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How can we choose the 
dynamics, tempo and pitch?  
How can we layer our sounds 
effectively? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

colours in a 
picture. 



Class 
Topic 

YR 

Music Unit 

 
Learning and 
Assessment 
Opportunities 

 
• Memorable 

Experiences 

 
• Key Questions (for 

Bolnore) to drive the 
learning 

 
• Previous 

learning to 
revisit/ 
remember 

 
• Links to 

other 
subjects 
to make 
learning 
meaningfu
l 
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Autumn 1: 
Introduction to – 

Recorder 
 

Autumn 2: 
‘Follow that Star’ 

 
 
 
 
 

Autumn 1: Singing: 
partner songs / simple 
rounds / rhythm games 
(Lemonade song)  

  
Read, write and play 
notes: B & A   
Improvising using B & A  
Basic techniques & 
posture.  
Articulation: Tonguing 
each note.  
 
Whole class 
performances: B 
Groovy, B Really 
Groovy, Dr A. 
 
Autumn 2: Singing: 
partner songs / rounds / 
rhythm games. Singing 
in 2 parts with accuracy, 
fluency and control.  

  
Read, write and play 
new note: G Learn how 
to play legato.  
Improvising on B, A, G  

Opportunities to 
play solo/duet in 
lessons. 
 
Christmas 
performance. 

Autumn 1 
What is the correct posture for 
playing the recorder? 
How do we ensure we make a 
good-quality sound? 
Can we breathe using our 
diaphragms? 
  
How do we write the notes B 
and A on the stave correctly?  
How do we play the notes B & 
A? 
Can we recognize and play 
different note durations? 
 
 
 
Autumn 2 
Can we warm up our bodies 
for singing by exercising the 
diaphragm? 
Can we sing with good 
diction? 
Can I read and play recorder 
music on 2 notes? 
Can I sing in 2 parts, with an 
accompaniment of recorder? 
Can I play G? 

Structure and 
melody. 
Singing techniques. 
Duration, notation, 
pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, Rhythm 

Mathematics – 
note durations 
Explaining that 
working as an 
ensemble is an 
excellent way 
to earn a 
‘Working 
Together’ 
counter 
(connect with 
PE where 
team work is 
used a lot).  
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Using recorders (and 
percussion) as part of 
an accompaniment.  
 
Whole-class 
performance: Jumpin’ 
B&A, Dat Kinda Vibe 
Follow that Star (singing 
& recorders) Jingle Bell 
Rock (singing and 
recorders) 
 
 

How can we ensure an 
excellent performance at the 
concert? 
 
 
Can we hold the recorder 
correctly? 
Can we recognise notes on the 
stave? 
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Spring 1: 
Improvise and 

play pieces using 
B, A, G 

 
 

Spring 2: Sing 
‘partner songs’ 
and read and 

play B, A, G, C’ 
  

Spring 1: Singing: 
partner songs / rounds 
/ rhythm games  

  
Review B, A, G with 
increasing fluency, 
accuracy & control.  
Improvising & 
composing on B, A & G  
 
Whole Class 
Performances: Hot 
Cross Buns, Au Clair De 
La Lune 
 
 
 
Spring 2: Singing: 
partner songs (Gospel 
Medley – singing 
fluently, in tune with an 
awareness of other 
parts) & rhythm games  
  
New note C’  
Improvising on C’ & A  
Beating time in 4  
 

Solos/duets in 

class. 
 

End of term 

performance 

Spring 1 
Do you need to count as you 
improvise over 8 beats?  
What is the difference 
between beat and rhythm?  
Can you improvise and 
compose a new ending?  
What’s the difference 
between improvising and 
composing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring 2 
Which section is the trickiest? 
How can we practise this?   
Can I sing fluently and in tune, 
listening to the other parts? 
Can we sing in harmony, 
remembering our own part? 
Can we play fluently? 
Can we improvise, using notes 
BAG?  
Can we breath correctly using 
the diaphragm? 
 

Notes B A G, 
breathing 
technique, 
Duration, notation, 
pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, rhythm 
What 
improvisation is 
. 

Geography: 
Discussion of 
where gospel 
music,  Au 
Clair De La 
Lune and  
Samba 
originates 
from. 



Whole class 
performances of: Mr 
Cool, C A Samba 
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Summer 1: New 
pieces and styles 

incorporating 
new note E 

 
 

Summer 2: 
Condor 

(Playing in 3-
time, slurs and 

prepare for 
concert.) 

 

Summer 1: Singing: 
partner songs, rounds & 
rhythm games (recorder 
and singing)  

  
New note E  
Improvisation on E  
Playing staccato & 
legato  
Whole-class 
performance: 
Lemonade, Skeletons in 
the Closet, Oakwood 
Groove 
 
 
Summer 2:   
Revisit all notes – play 
with increasing, 
accuracy, fluency and 
control  
Count in 3 time.  
Composing music in 3 
time  
Slurring and ties.  
Whole-class 
performance: Condor  
Perform a selection of 
pieces from throughout 
the year at end of term 
recital.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer recorder 

recital – 

showcasing a 

selection of 

pieces they have 

learnt over the 

year. 

Summer 1 
Does stem direction make any 
difference to the note?  
Why do some go up and some 
go down?  
How do you play an effective E 
note? 
 What’s a drone? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer 2 
How do durations fit together 
mathematically?  
Can I count 3 in a bar?  
How do slurs help you to play 
more smoothly?  
How should I prepare for a 
concert performance?  
Do I enjoy playing the 
recorder? What have I learnt 
this year? 

Notes BAG & C’ 
(and E in stummer 
2) 
Breathing 
technique, rhythm 
Notation, duration, 
pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, 
improvisation 

Mathematics  
- 
counting/cond
ucting and 
composing in 
3 time. 



 
 

Class 
topic YR Music unit 

 
Learning and 
Assessment 

Opportunities 

 
Memorable 
Experiences 

 
Key Questions (for Bolnore) 

to drive the learning 

 
Previous learning 

to revisit/ 
remember 

 
Links to other 

subjects to 
make learning 

meaningful 
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Introduction to 

the ukulele and 

chords 
 

6 weeks 
Autumn 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Songs, 
Performing our 
own Christmas 
Song on the 
Ukulele 

6 weeks 
Autumn 2 

 
 

Warm ups: Body 
percussion, copy-me on 
ukuleles, note value 
song 
Learning about parts of 
ukulele and origins of 
the instrument. 
 
Posture and how to 
hold a ukulele. 
Names of open string 
notes. 
Learning what a chord is 
and how to work out 
the notes in a chord. 
Improvising using notes 
from chord of C on 
glocks, recorders and 
ukes. 
Learning chords of C 
and F. 
Learning how to strum 
the strings 
Performing our first 
piece: Iko Iko (Bestie) 
 
 
 
 
Warm ups: Setting a 
good routine to 
maintain good vocal 
health. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is a chord?  
How do we work out the notes 
in a chord?  
What are the techniques used 
to hold and play a ukulele?  
What are the parts of the 
ukulele?  
What are the names of the 
open strings? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is a phrase? 
Can I save my breath on long 
phrases using the diaphragm? 
What is vocal health? How can 
we sing this piece with control 
and expression?   

Stave notation. 
Rhythmic reading. 
Keeping the beat. 
Music vocabulary. 
Active listening. 
 
Improvisation, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography & 
history – 
origins of the 
ukulele 
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 Being able to describe 
how we look after our 
voice. 
 
Winter Carol: 
Singing in tune. 
Showing how to use the 
diaphragm to sustain 
long notes 
 
Singing with expression. 
Being aware of and 
demonstrating 
articulation: staccato, 
legato, accents. 
 
Being able to sing a 
scale and recognise one 
in notation. 
 
Singing in harmony. 
 
Continuing to play our 
ukuleles with correct 
positioning. 
Composing our own 

Christmas song to 

melody of Lil’ Liza Jane. 

Recap C chord 

(additional F for more 

able). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas 
performance. 

What is the correct posture for 

playing the ukulele? 

Can we remember how to 

work out the notes of a chord? 

 

 
 
Singing with 
expression and 
sense of phrasing. 
Following shape of 
a melody 
Singing in harmony. 
Vocal warm ups 
Following dynamics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Musical 
vocabulary. 
 
 
 

 
RE – 
Christmas – 
song 
meanings 
PSHE 
Working 
together 
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Pentatonic 

Improvisation: 

Major and Minor. 

Performing on 

ukuleles and 

recorders 
 

Spring 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Lion Sleeps 

Tonight’ Singing 

and performing 

on ukuleles. 
3 weeks 
Spring 2 

 
 

Warm ups: 
transitioning between 
C7 and F chords on 
ukuleles 
Rhythm and vocal 
warm ups 
 
 
Singing La Bamba 
confidently and 
accurately 
 
Learning about 
Mariachi bands and 
origins of La Bamba 
 
Playing in a band 
 
Playing a percussion 
part accurately 
 
Improvising using an F 
pentatonic scale. 
Making links between 
improvising in pop, 
rock, jazz, blues 
music. 
 
Strumming in a 
controlled way. 
 
Demonstrating ways 
to polish and improve 
a performance. 
  
 
 
Learning about triads 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End of term 
performance 

What instruments can you 
hear?  
How can you organise your 
group to stay in time?  
Can you sing and play at the 
same time?  
How can you incorporate 
the instrument you are 
currently learning?  
How can you play to your 
strengths within the group? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does harmony work? 
How do you generate a 
chord? 
Why do chords sounds 
nice? 
What is a chord sequence? 
What is the 7th note in a G7 
chord? 

F (or easy F) chords 
Knowledge of 
scales 
How to hold 
ukulele 
How strum a chord 
How a chord is 
formed. 
 
Working in a group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Generating chords 
 
Refining and 
rehearsing work 
Following a score 
(stave notation) 
 
Two part singing. 

Geography – 
origins of La 
Bamba 
 
Mathematical 
links – 
pentatonic 
scale. 
Pentagons, 
pentathlons – 
what number 
do they all 
have in 
common? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PSHE – 
working 
together to 
form an 
ensemble 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Demonstrating a nice 
‘path’ through a chord 
sequence. (i.e no 
leaps) using tuned 
instruments. 
 
Singing in two parts 
 
Singing whilst playing 
ukulele as an 
accompaniment 
 
Reading and 
playing/singing from 
stave notation. 
Working as a class 
ensemble 
 
Opportunities for 
solos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is an 
accompaniment? 
What makes a polished 
performance? 
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Mars, Computer 
Loops and the 
Orchestra: We 
Are Composers 
(The Planets by 

Holst) 
Summer 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 1: 
Sharing ideas about the 
music. 
Differentiating between 

pitch and timbre  - 

explaining this to each 

other. 
Recognising  sections of 

an orchestra 

 

Put instruments in to 

pitch order. 

 

Using 

Chromebooks/ipads to 

make textured music in 

layers 

 

Identifying ostinatos 

and loops in ‘Mars’ 

 

Making a 4 beat loops 

similar to the string 

ostinato in ‘Mars’. 

 

Layering Loops up 

 

Composing a bassline 

 

 

Using 

chromebooks/ipads: 

Make changes to loops 

like a dj (effects, tempo, 

instrumentation etc) 

Demonstrate 

understanding by 

explaining changes to a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are the 
similarities/differences 
between Orchestral music 
and computer music? 
What rhythm could we play? 
Who can copy this rhythm? 
Who can play a steady beat? 
What instruments can you 
hear? 
How does this music change? 
How does this music make 
you feel? 
Why did the composer…? 
What sounds can you make? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grouping 
instruments 
Pitch, 
ostinato,rhythm, 
tempo 
Explaining how 
music makes you 
feel 
Layering sounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ICT – music 
technology 
Science – 
space 
History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

The Outer Space 
Blues: Blues 

Music  
Play, listen 
compose 

Summer 2 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

partner using musical 

language 

 

 

 

Summer 2: 

 

Learning about the 

origins of Blues music. 

 

Learning to play and 

following a 12 bar Blues 

sequence (using chords 

C, F and G7) 

Recognising changes of 

chord in a 12 bar Blues 

sequence by showing 

actions. 

 

Improvising using a 

Blues scale. 

 

Listening to and 

discussing a variety of 

Blues songs – discussing 

how the songs convey 

their meaning in the 

way they are sung. 

 

Composing our own 

Space-themed Blues 

song (groups can decide 

on their specific topic 

e.g. alien, astronaut 

etc...). 

 

Conveying the song’s 

meaning when 

performing it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End of term 
performance or 
share 
compositions on 
website/seesaw 

 

Where did the Blues come 
from?  
What’s its influence on the 
music that came after?  
What is the chord sequence 
in the Blues?  
How do we know what 
notes are in a chord?  
Can we write a class Blues 
song with a Space theme? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Chords and how 
they are created 
Composing lyrics 
Changing 
between chords 
 
Singing a song 
with expression 
 
Improvisation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
History 
Literacy – 
composing 
lyrics 
Science - 
space 



Class 
topic 

YR 

Music Unit 

 
Learning and 
Assessment 
Opportunities 

 
• Memorable 

Experiences 

 
• Key Questions (for 

Bolnore) to drive the 
learning 

 
• Previous 

learning to 
revisit/ 
remember 

 
• Links to 

other 
subjects 
to make 
learning 
meaningfu
l 
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Composing ‘In 

the Hall of the 

Mountain King’ 

by Grieg 
Autumn 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Identifying instruments 
of the orchestra and 
discussing how the 
music describes ‘the 
mountain king’ 
 
Performing a body 
percussion piece to ‘In 
the Hall of the 
Mountain King’ - 
demonstrating rhythmic 
awareness, off-beats, 
dynamics and tempo 
changes. 
 
Using rhythmic of 
crotchets, quavers and 
minims to write out the 
first 16 beats of the ‘In 
the Hall of the 
Mountain King. 
 
Composing a 16 beat 
rhythm and performing 
it by clapping/body 
percussion. 
 
 
Improvise, fix and write 
down an 8 beat bass 
line and repeat to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does the composer 
express the scene he is 
describing in his music? 
How can our group make sure 
our music fits together? (A 
minor chord). 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How we work out a 
chord. 
Crotchets, quavers, 
minims, rests 
Using body 
percussion 
Layering up sounds 
Ostinato 
Tempo changes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography, 
literacy 
(storytelling) 
 
PE – body 
movement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://media.istockphoto.com/vectors/industrial-hook-icon-silhouette-on-white-background-vector-id1035457748?k%3D6%26m%3D1035457748%26s%3D612x612%26w%3D0%26h%3Dz7VMmZhiOVuUwOf9bRoP5XIg8jrH1lcMgHbO9t6VBZ0%3D&imgrefurl=https://www.istockphoto.com/illustrations/crane-hook&docid=Zp7BOgX5vWAePM&tbnid=mh9LsVkiHKGVLM:&vet=10ahUKEwjQz9eix5TmAhVMA2MBHe7wDEIQMwiKASgVMBU..i&w=612&h=612&bih=575&biw=1280&q=hook%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwjQz9eix5TmAhVMA2MBHe7wDEIQMwiKASgVMBU&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.konfest.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Konfest-PNG-JPG-Image-Pic-Photo-Free-Download-Royalty-Unlimited-clip-art-sticker-Question-Mark-Symbol-Sign-colorful-Multicolor-1.png&imgrefurl=https://www.konfest.com/product/free-png-question-mark-22/&docid=yF7HCN8TLJL91M&tbnid=isQ-Mh8v3-B1OM:&vet=10ahUKEwizxtDNif7kAhXYAWMBHQV1DagQMwiMASgOMA4..i&w=976&h=580&bih=575&biw=1280&q=question%20mark&ved=0ahUKEwizxtDNif7kAhXYAWMBHQV1DagQMwiMASgOMA4&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.ldatschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Memory.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.ldatschool.ca/working-memory-and-cognitive-load/&docid=X5Kn0CHUTmqW_M&tbnid=BjuTFia0ZRbXjM:&vet=10ahUKEwiH1Nbgif7kAhULmxQKHbY1ByQQMwiwASgqMCo..i&w=4000&h=4000&bih=575&biw=1280&q=memory&ved=0ahUKEwiH1Nbgif7kAhULmxQKHbY1ByQQMwiwASgqMCo&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.extramoneyanswer.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/links-small-300x259.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.extramoneyanswer.com/creating-affiliate-links&docid=BASyNny1WUqSzM&tbnid=_32QuaSO8ps40M:&vet=10ahUKEwic7c-biv7kAhWB5OAKHThzDNQQMwiFASgnMCc..i&w=300&h=259&bih=575&biw=1280&q=make%20links&ved=0ahUKEwic7c-biv7kAhWB5OAKHThzDNQQMwiFASgnMCc&iact=mrc&uact=8


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Songs 
-Performing and 

Listening 

Autumn 2 

create an ostinato. 
Layer up with a beat 
and texture. 
 
Learn how to play and 
know the notes of an A 
minor chord. 
 
Compose an ‘In the 
Hall...’ themed 8 bar 
motif and repeat to 
make 16 bars. 
Composing by step. 
 
Using prior learning to 
compose a piece 
describing a scary chase 
as part of a group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Autumn 2 
‘Tell Me a Story Shining 
Star’  & Jingle Bell Rock 
Warm ups to support 
Vocal Health 
 
Singing confidently and 
expressively  
 
Singing a Capella in  
 
Singing in two-part 
harmony 
 
Learning about a ‘mode’ 
and minor scales. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas 
performance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can we play in an 
ensemble? 
Can we stay in tune when we 
sing together? 
How can we arrange this 
piece to make an effective 
performance? 
What is singing ‘a Capella’? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Knowing what 
makes a good 
blend as a choir 
How to keep the 
voice healthy 
Ostinato 
Playing in an 
ensemble 
Conveying a song 
meaning 
Making a balanced 
sound. 
Playing chords 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RE – Christmas 
PE – Likening 
working in an 
ensemble to 
working in a 
team. 
Warming up 
our bodies and 
warming up 
voices 



Playing a rhythmic 
ostinato on D and C on 
recorders/chimes/glock
s/piano 
 
Work together as an 
ensemble to play and 
refine our work. 
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Bob Marley – 
Reggae. 

Play and perform  
Spring 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning about 
history of reggae 
music, Bob Marley 
and his role as an 
activist seeking peace 
and change. 

 

Listening to different 
Bob Marley songs and 
talking about some of 
their lyrics. 

 

Singing Three Little 
Birds with confidence, 
expression and sense 
of song meaning. 

 

Singing in harmony 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is Reggae?  
Where is it from and who 
was its most important 
musician?  
How can you incorporate 
the instrument you are 
currently learning?  
How can you play to your 
strengths within the group?  
How can we refine our 
performance? 
Can we sing a song in a way 
that reflects its meaning? 
How do we work out the 
notes in chords of C, F and 
G7? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ukulele 
technique 
Revisiting C,F, G7 
chords 
Singing in 
harmony 
Singing with 
expression 
Playing an 
ostinato 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• History 

• PSHE – 
human 
rights 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Music and the 

Earth: Listening & 

composing (Hans 

Zimmer – Earth 

and Protest 

songs) 

Spring 2 
 
 
 
 
 

Playing chords and 

notes of C, F and G7 

on the offbeat on 

ukuleles, 

keyboard/piano, 

tuned percussion and 

own instruments (e.g. 

guitar, violin etc) 

 

Playing a melodic 
ostinato 

  

 
 
 
 
Spring 2: 
Listening to ‘Blue 
Planet’ and discussing 
what effect the musical 
devices 
instrumentation, 
timbre, texture, 
ostinato, pitch, melodic 
shape  etc have on the 
listener. 
 
Composing film music 
(including an ostinato) 
to accompany the first 
1.5mins of Blue Planet 
2. 
 
Record our own 
thoughts about protests 
in the 1960s and 70s. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Share 

performances 
with 
classes/websi
te/seesaw 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does the composer 
express the scene he is 
describing in his music? 
How does the composer 
influence the mood of the 
images and that of the 
listener? 
Can you create and play an 
ostinato? 
Can you express emotion in 
your composition? 
How might you protest if you 
were a musician? 
 Is it possible to cover, 
sample, or remix audio that 
isn’t music? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revisiting timbre, 
texture, ostinato, 
Melody 
 
Composing lyrics 
Using music 
technology 
Conveying the 
meaning in a 
piece of music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Science – the 
planet 
History – key 
influential 
figures 
PSHE Human 
Rights 
ICT – Music 
technology 



Discussing meanings of 
Joni Mitchell’s ‘Big 
Yellow Taxi’ lyrics. 
Investigating music 
covers, remixes and 
samples of Greta 
Thunberg’s 2019 U.N 
Speech and discussing 
their impact. 
 
Make class recordings 
of extracts of Greta’s 
Speech and use chrome 
music lab or a sampler 
to remix them together. 
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Memories – 

Maroon 5 and 

Pachelbel’s 

Canon 400 years 

apart...same 

chords! 

Summer 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening to and 
discussing how music 
has evolved over 400 
years! Similarities and 
differences. 

 

Learning about and 
expressing opinions 
on Baroque 
instruments and 
music. 

 

Comparing 
instruments of the 
Baroque Period to 
instruments now. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is Baroque music?  

Who was Pachelbel? 

Is his music relevant today? 

How has music evolved 
through time? 

How have recording 
techniques changed? 

Are there similarities between 

Baroque instruments and 

modern instruments? 

Can I sing in tune with 

confidence and expression? 

Can we play as a mixed 

ensemble? 

What are sharps and flats? 

Revisiting 
Baroque music 
(LP, Handel 
Hornpipe in Y3) 
 
Singing with 
confidence and 
expression 
Playing as an 
ensemble 
 
Playing a scale 
 
Knowing what 
major and minor 
sound like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History, 
science 
(sound 
productio
n) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music technology 

– introduction to 

making music 

using a 

computer. 

Incorporating 

into a Leavers 

Song. 

Summer 2 

 

Listening to and 
discussing Pachelbel’s 
‘Canon’ 

 

Reading and following 
a score 

 

Learning about and 
playing the scale of D 
major taking notice of 
sharps. 

 

Playing a melody by 
step 

 

Playing a bass line 
(ground bass). 

 

Singing with 
expression 

 

Combining 
Pachelbel’s Canon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End of Year 6 
leavers show 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Knowing how to 
keep our voice 
healthy 
Using music 
technology 
Singing with 
expression and 
confidence 
 
Performing as an 
ensemble 
 
Composing lyrics. 
 
Playing a bassline 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ICT – 
music 
technolog
y 
 
Literacy – 
song 
writing 
 



with Maroon 5 
‘Memories’ 

 

Working together as a 
class ensemble. 

 

 
  

Improvising and 
recording on Doctor 
Musik/ garageband/ 
online sequence. 
 
Writing leavers song 
lyrics 
 
Singing with 
expression and 
confidence. 
 
Using suitable vocal 
warm ups to maintain 
vocal health 
 
Making a class band 
using instrumentalists 
and class ‘choir’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can I sing in tune with 

confidence and expression? 

What makes an effective 

song? 

PSHE – 
Reflecting 
on feelings 
when 
writing out 
leavers 
song 



 

What is Chrome Music Lab 
Song Maker/online sequencer 
and how can we use to create 
leaver’s song ideas? 

 How do we input a bassline 
into a music program? 

  

What is the difference 

between bars and beats? 

 

 

 

 
 
 


