
 

 

 
Bolnore Village Primary School Curriculum: INTENT          RE 

 

 

 

Responding 

thoughtfully to ideas 

about community, 

values and respect 

 
 

Describing features of 

different religions and 

world views 

 
 

Exploring own beliefs and those 

of others 

 

Understanding 

significant religious 

terms and vocabulary 

 

Identifying 

similarities and 

differences 

between different 

religions and 

world views 

 

EYFS • Identify people in our 
community who help us. 

• Name a group they belong 
to  

• Understand the meaning 
of the word respect and 
what it means to show 
respect to others. 

• Talk about the Hindu celebration 
of Diwali 

• Sequence the Christmas Nativity 
story 

• Describe the key events in the 
Easter story 

• Learn about the different foods 
used for celebrations and festivals 

• Explore and create music from 
different cultures and countries  

• Begin to understand why it is good to be 
different 

• Suggest reasons why we need to show 
respect 

• Begin to discuss what they like and can 
relate to when exploring religious 
celebrations 

• Understand the importance of following 
rules and showing sensitivity towards 
others 

• Begin to ask appropriate questions about 
religious stories 

• Christianity – introduction to 
places of worship and key 
events 

• Hinduism – focus on the 
festival of Diwali 

• Non-religious world views. 
Doing good deeds. Showing 
sensitivity to others ’needs 
and feelings. The 
Importance of forming 
positive relationships with 
others 

• Talk about things that 
are the same and 
different about 
themselves and 
others. 

• Share knowledge of 
their families’ beliefs 

• Identify similarities 
and differences in 
relation to places 
 

Year 1 • Understand what it means 
to belong and how this 
contributes to human 
happiness. Understand 
that some people belong 
to a religion 

• Highlight the fact that 
many people are non-
religious and instead they 
may follow the values and 
ethos of leading a good life 
and doing good deeds 

• Diversity - Understand the 
meaning of the word 
unique and how it 
represents what makes us 
special 

• Respect - explain what 
respect means and how we 
can show respect in our 
everyday lives 

• Investigate what belonging to a 
group means and why it is 
important. 

• Identify the importance, for some 
people, of belonging to a religion 
and to recognise the difference 
this makes to their lives 

• Describe places of worship in 

different religions. Focus on a 

Church. 

• Name key features of Church 

• Describe some of the events that 

take place in a place of worship.  

• To be able to retell a story about 

Jesus. Listen to a story from a 

different religion 

• Understand the importance of uniqueness. 

• Begin to reflect on personal feelings and 
emotions. 

• Think of ways to show respect to others. 

• Share ideas about what values are 
important to them and how this might 
affect their view on the world around them 

• Reflect on traditions and places important 
to them and why 
 

 

• Christianity – understand 

how belonging can be linked 

to a religion. Introduction to 

forms of practice and 

worship. 

• Key vocabulary – unique, 

respect, differences, 

understanding, worship, 

celebration, symbol, 

meaning, religious, non- 

religious, Jesus, Christians, 

Christianity, bible stories 

message, Bible, Disciples 

• Symbols and traditions 

within other religions 

 

• Compare a Church to 

other  places of 

worship 

• Find connections 

between the way 

people celebrate 

religious festivals 

• Find similarities in 

the way different 

religions and world 

views place 

importance on 

respect and 

understanding 

 

. 
 
 



 

 

 

Year 2 • Understand how people 

can belong to different 

religions. Look at the ways 

that Hindus show they 

belong. 

• learn about what people in 

our community believe 

about God, humanity, and 

the natural world 

• Respect – understand what 
tolerance means. Begin to 
understand the 
importance of rules in 
everyday life 

• Explore ways we can show 
respect and tolerance  

• Explore World Earth Day 
and think about ways we 
can improve our own 
community 

• Understand Humanism and 
the aims that works to 
bring peace and equality to 
the community  

• Describe the practice of Hindu 

prayer and name main Hindu Gods 

• Describe the main features of a 

Hindu place of worship 

• Retell the story of Rama and Sita 

and link this to how Diwali is 

celebrated today   

• Explain the importance of the 

Hindu celebration of Raksha 

Bandhan  

• Easter- retell the key events in the 

Easter Story 

•  retell a story from the Bible on the 

theme of kindness 

•  retell a story from a different 

religion on the theme of caring for 

our natural world 

 

• Talk about how people should live their 

lives 

• Suggest ways of showing kindness- link to 

Hindu Dana and Seva 

• Express some of the values and beliefs that 

are important to them 

• suggest meanings to some religious and 
moral stories, recognising the traditions 
from which they come. 

• ask questions about things that are 
different in the world around them 

• Begin to share ideas about right and wrong 

• Suggest own ideas about peace and 
equality 

• Begin to share their own ideas about God 
and the world 

• Find out what we can do at school to help 
the environment. 

•  learn to appreciate the beauty of the world 
and their role in safeguarding resources. 

• Reflect on things that are sacred to them 

• Christianity – religious 

symbols and Bible stories 

• Hinduism – an introduction 
to the main Gods and Hindu 
symbols 

• Non-religious world views - 
discuss how following rules 
and showing respect for the 
views of others is an 
important part of being a 
good citizen 

• Key vocabulary – tolerance, 
differences and similarities, 
kindness, caring, generosity, 
creation, Humanism, 
Humanist, views, beliefs, 
reflection, creation. 
worship, prayer, community, 
environment, lent, holy 
week, easter, sacred, 
traditions 

 
 
 
 
 

• Compare the 

messages in stories 

from different 

religions on the 

themes of kindness 

and compassion 

• Find similarities in 

the celebrations of 

Harvest and Holi as 

festivals that 

celebrate nature 

• Compare a Mandir 

and a Church as 

places of worship 

• Compare religious 

and non-religious 

world views 

 

Year 3 

 

• Understand  how Muslims 
show they belong to Islam 
by following  the Five 
Pillars.  

• Discuss how identity and 
daily life is an expression of 
belief. Understand the 
importance of Hajj as a 
means of showing a 
commitment 

• Describe how different 
people’s views and beliefs 
may be a result of culture or 
birthplace 

 

• Explain the importance of the Five 
Pillars in Islam, including Hajj 

• Describe the key features of a 
Mosque and experience being 
inside a mosque 

• Explain the importance of the 
Qur’an 

• Describe the key features of the 
Bible with reference to the old and 
new testaments. 

• Describe the Islamic rules of prayer 

• Explain the importance of rules at 
school and at home 

• Explore the teachings of Jesus and 
the role of the disciples 

• Explain the importance of the 
Jesus as an inspirational leader 

• Recall learning on Humanism and 
investigate what motivates 
humanists to lead good lives 

 

• Express their ideas about the challenges of 
commitment in their own lives 

• Describe which rules and routines are 
important to them 

• Suggest ways in which friends are  
important to us 

• Consider ways we can help and make a 
difference to others 

• Reflect on ways to show kindness and 
respect – discuss tolerance of beliefs 
different to your own 

• Christianity – Explore Jesus 
as a leader and key festivals 
Begin to compare across 
two religions. 

• Islam - describe core beliefs 
and practice 

• Non-religious world views – 
understand the difference 
between religious and non-
religious world views. 
Introduce Happy Human 
symbol and Humanism 

• Key vocabulary – 
commitment, 
understanding, worldviews, 
scriptures, texts, 
testaments, communities, 
prayer, artefacts, identity, 
diversity, inspirational, 
rituals, authority, wisdom 

• Begin to make 
connections about 
how different 
religions express 
their faith 

• Consider the links 
between religious 
values and the role of 
religious and non - 
religious charities 

• Compare rules and 
rituals in two 
different religions 

• Discuss differences 
between religious 
festivals and 
traditions 



 

 

Year 4 • Understand the beliefs and practices of 
Judaism and the importance of 
festivals and traditions 

• Explain the importance of the food 
rules for different religious 
communities  

• Awareness of the importance of 
Hannukah, Sukkot and Passover to the 
Jewish community 

• Awareness of the importance to 
Muslims of the rules of Ramadan and 
fasting 

• Reflect on how and why people try and 
make the world a better place. Learn 
about Malala Yousafzai 

• Describe the features of the Torah and 

explain its importance 

• Research the Jewish festival of Sukkot  

• Describe the traditions of Hannukah 

• Identify the key features of a Synagogue. 

• Compare places of pilgrimage in 
Christianity, Judaism and Sikhism 

• Explain the importance of Moses as a 
leader 

• Describe the celebrations of Bar mitzvah 

and Bat mitzvah and explain its 

importance  

• To understand how food is used for 

celebration in religion. 

• Explain what kosher means and how it 

applies to different foods. 

• Deepen understanding of the term 

‘salvation’ and the significance of Jesus’s 

death and resurrection 

• Thoughtfully reflect on the theme of 

belonging to religions and non-religious 

world views 

• Express their own ideas 

about the challenges of 

commitment in their own 

lives 

• Discuss why is it important 
to have rules and 
regulations 

• Explain which values are 
important to you and give 
reasons why 

• Describe a rite of passage 
that you have experienced 

• Suggest their own ideas for 
improving the world based 
on the Jewish concept of 
Tikkun Olam 

• Say how you show a 
commitment to something 
or someone who is 
important to you 

• Suggest what making a 
sacrifice means to you 

• Begin to question why belief 
in a God or divine being is 
important for followers of a 
religion 

• Introduction to Judaism 
core concepts and 
practices 

• Christianity – looking for 
links and similarities 
across three religions.  

• Non-religious world 
views- how we can 
improve the world: 
ethical veganism; 
activists like Malala 
Yousafzai, the Golden 
Rule across multiple 
religions and non-
religious moral values 

 

• Compare the 

symbolism in 

religious rites of 

passage 

• Make more complex 

comparisons by 

describing similarities 

and differences and 

starting to draw links 

across more than two 

religions 

• Compare Hannukah 

with other festivals of 

light 

• Find similarities 

between Jewish and 

Christian celebrations 

 

Year 5 

 

• Understand the beliefs and practices of 
Sikhism  

• Explore the importance of caring for 
others within our community by 
researching the aims and impact of aid 
agencies.  

• Awareness of importance of Easter and 
Easter celebrations around the world. 

• Explore religious places of pilgrimage 
and say how undertaking one of these 
journeys shows belonging.  

• Respect - Appreciate the importance of 
rites of passage in Judaism and 
Christianity as a means of showing a 
commitment 

• Respect – explore religious and non- 
religious world views about fairness 
and equality. Understand the 
importance of the UN charter for 
Human rights and the impact it has on 
communities around the world. 

• Explain the problems of racial 
inequality and the legacy of Malala  
and Nelson Mandela 

• Describe the main features of three 

religious’ texts 

• Investigate ways of charitable giving. 

• Research the work of Christian Aid 

• Research and analyse the international 
initiatives to bring about peace 

• Explore Humanist beliefs on peace 

• Explain how different religions view 
peace 

• Research the UN international Peace 
goals and their impact on community 
cohesion-understand how beliefs and 
values can have an influence on our lives 

 

• suggest their own ideas for 

helping others 

• describe a fundraising event 

you have supported and 

describe the impact it has 

had 

• Begin to form questions about 
issues of fairness and justice 

• suggest ways we can show 

we are thankful 

• express their own ideas 

about what is right and 

wrong 

• suggest own ideas for 

making the world a fairer 

and more peaceful place 

• identify someone who 

inspires you and explain why 

 

• Key religions – 

Expressions of belief and 

faith and identity 

Research different forms 

of prayer and 

meditation.  

• Sikhism- key concepts, 

the role of Gurus, the 

current role and 

treatment of the Guru 

Granth Sahib, the Khalsa 

and the 5 Ks. Deeper 

study of the role of 3 

Gurus 

• Christianity- the role of 

the Holy Trinity, agape 

and the resurrection 

• Non-religious world 
views – identify the key 
ideas of influential 
Humanist thinkers 

• Compare religious 

texts from 

Christianity, Islam, 

and Judaism 

• Compare the way the 

symbol of light is 

celebrated in 

different religions  

• Find similarities in 

the work of two 

charities 

• Understand the 

significance of the 

legacy of Gandhi and 

other human rights 

activists to our 

community 

• Find similarities in 

the importance of 

pilgrimage for 

followers of a religion 



 

 

• Understand how Easter is celebrated in 
the wider community- Eastern Europe 

• Evaluate the impact that activists and 
peace campaigners have had on the 
global issues of equality and fairness  

• Key Vocabulary – racial- 
inequality, gender 
inequality, fairness, 
justice, Human Rights, 
humility, activists, 
legacy, achievements, 
influence scriptures, 
wisdom, meditation, 
culture, society, personal 
devotion, communal 
worship, interfaith 
projects. 

 

 
 

 

 

Year 6 • Understand the beliefs and 
practices of Buddhism 

• Explain how religions focus 

on community cohesion to 

bring about peace 

• Consider the values of 

Buddhism and compare to 

previously taught religions 

prioritise positive actions 

in bringing about 

community cohesion 

• Awareness of inspirational 

individuals within our 

community 

• Respect – religious 

freedom and tolerance. 

The importance of fair-

trade initiatives and the 

work of the Red Cross in 

respecting rights of all 

citizens 

• Diversity and appreciating 

and celebrating cultural 

differences 

• Explore how the diversity 

of people’s different 

backgrounds and 

circumstances are 

appreciated and positively 

valued 

• Understand the 

importance of religious 

freedom 

 

• Understand the link between 

Buddhist beliefs and inner peace 

• Research the international day of 

peace and evaluate its impact  

• Explain the importance of the 22 

aims and objectives of the World 

Peace Declaration 

• Research the life of peace activists 

(Malala Yousafzai, Gandhi and 

Nelson Mandela)  and evaluate the 

impact they have had on the 

global issues of equality and 

fairness  

• Describe the importance of peace 

message flags and mandalas in 

Buddhism and Hinduism  

• Understand how and why religious 

charities work for peace 

• Compare how Jews and Christians 

celebrate key events from their 

history (lent and Passover) 

• Explain the importance of Mother 

Teresa 

• Discuss how a piece of art or music 

can be an expression of worship. 

 

• Suggest own ideas about how to bring 

peace to the world 

• Describe our own ways of showing a 

commitment 

• Respond to the challenges of commitment 

in their own lives 

• Explore and compare religious and non-

religious ways people can get support when 

life is difficult- Humanism and other major 

world religions 

• Express some of their own commitments 

such as working hard at sport or music, 

caring for animals and the environment, 

loving their family, or serving God 

• Share ideas about diversit,respect and 

tolerance 

• Ask questions about attitudes towards the 

environment and creation 

• Give examples of ways of showing 

resilience in terms of religious commitment 

• Express ways we can learn from 

inspirational people 

• Reflect on their achievements at school and 

consider their aims and aspirations for the 

future 

 

• Key Religions – All  

• Focus on how some people 
show a commitment to a 
religion. Global issues of 
peace and respect. Focus on 
social action and the links 
with cultural heritage and 
British values 

• Buddhism -introduction to 
Buddhism Prayer flags – 
peace unit 

• Non-religious world views – 
consider scenarios and 
decide how Humanists 
might respond. Identify 
similarities and differences 
between Humanist thinkers 

• Key Vocabulary – 
community cohesion, 
challenge, expression, 
resilience, appreciation, 
value, religious freedom, 
religious practice, cultural 
differences, atheist, secular, 
thinkers, symbolic, 
concepts, worth, reverence, 
adoration 

 

• Compare forms of 
prayer and 
meditation in 
different religions 

• Name and explore a 
range of celebrations, 
worship and rituals in 
religion noting 
similarities where 
appropriate 

• Look for similarities 
in the way different 
religions seek peace 

• Compare ideas about 

freedom from 

different religious 

and non-religious 

world views 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn 1 

Being Special: 
What makes 
people 
special? 

Being Special: 
Where do we 
belong? 

What does it look like 
to be a Hindu in the 
UK today? 
(Hinduism) 

What does it 
look like to be a 
Muslim in the 
UK today? 
(Islam) 

What does it 
look like to be 
Jewish in the UK 
today? 
(Judaism) 

What does it look like 
to be a Sikh in the UK 
today? 
(Sikhism) 
 

What does it look 
like to be a 
Buddhist in the UK 
today? 
(Buddhism) 

Autumn 2 

How do 
people of faith 
celebrate? 
(Hinduism and 
Christianity) 

What does it 
mean to 
belong to a 
faith 
community? 
(Christianity) 

How do Hindus and 
Christians celebrate 
important festivals?  
(Hinduism and 
Christianity) 

How do festivals 
show what 
matters to 
Muslims? How 
do world 
religions 
compare at this 
time of year? 
(Islam, 
Hinduism, 
Christianity)  

What festivals 
are important to 
Jews? 
(Judaism) 

Why are religious 
texts important and 
how does a person’s 
faith affect their life? 
(Hinduism, Judaism 
and Christianity) 

Why is peace and 
tolerance so 
important? 
(British values) 

Spring 1 

Why are 
stories 
important? 
(Hinduism and 
Christianity) 

Why are Bible 
stories 
important to 
Christians? 
(Christianity) 

What matters most to 
Humanists? 
(Humanism) 

Why is Jesus 
such an 
inspirational 
leader? 
(Christianity) 

How and why do 
people try and 
make the world a 
better place? 
(Thematic) 

Why does caring for 
the world matter? 
(Thematic/Christianit
y) 
 
 

How and why do 
people of faith 
show commitment 
to their religion 
and what 
difference does it 
make? (Thematic) 

Spring 2 

What festivals 
do Hindus 
celebrate? 
(Hinduism) 

Why does 
Easter matter 
to Christians? 
(Christianity) 

Why is Holy Week 
and Easter special to 
Christians? 
(Christianity) 

What motivates 
Humanists to 
lead good lives? 
(Humanism) 

Why is Jesus’s 
resurrection 
significant for 
Christians? 
(Christianity) 

What difference does 
the Easter story make 
to Christians across 
the world? 
(Christianity) 

How do the events 
of Easter and 
Pentecost impact 
on Christians 
today? 
(Christianity) 



 

 

Summer 1 

Why are 
symbols 
important? 
(Hinduism and 
Christianity) 

What 
practices and 
traditions are 
important to 
different 
faiths? What 
traditions are 
important to 
you? (Multi-
faith/Thematic
) 

How should we care 
for others and our 
world and why should 
it matter? 
(Thematic) 

How do Hindus 
lead good lives? 
(Hinduism) 

How is prayer 
and worship 
expressed across 
religions and 
why is it 
important? 
(Multi-faith) 

Why is pilgrimage 
important within 
certain religious 
practices and do I 
have my own special 
journey? 
(Multi-faith)  

How does faith 
help people when 
life gets hard? 
(Christianity, 
Hinduism, 
Humanism) 
 
 

Summer 2 

What makes 
places 
special? 
(Thematic) 

What places 
are important 
to different 
faiths? What 
places are 
important to 
you? 
(Multi-faith) 

What makes 
something sacred and 
what things are 
special to you? 
(Thematic/Christianit
y) 

Why is showing 
respect and 
kindness 
important to 
you? 
(British Values) 

How is the 
theme of 
belonging 
explored across 
religions? 
(Multi-faith) 

Is Christianity still a 
strong religion 2000 
years after Jesus was on 
Earth? 

(Christianity) 

How is an 
understanding of 
life’s purpose 
reflected in 
people’s lives? 
Why should 
diversity be 
celebrated? 
(Thematic/British 
Values) 
 

 


