Curriculum INTENT

Forest School

Safely managing risks

Developing and improving
survival skills

Understanding the
Nc{wral World

1ce of Ecology

Physical Development and
problem solving

PROBLEM

EYFS

Introduction to road safety

Begin to use words such as ‘safe to
cross now’ and use left and right or up
and down when talking about which
way to look down the road

Start to understand the importance of
fire circle safety

Know the rules of the forest (1, 2, 3)
Introduction to tree climbing with
support and clear guidance

Learn about the Countryside Code

. Begin to use tools with 1:1 support .
(children are modelled how to use a .
sparker and begin having a go themselves)

. Learn how to tie knots with support .
(overhand knot)

. Begin to learn how to use various tools .
with support (bow saw, peeler, handrill,
sparker) .

. Observe adults cooking safely around the
fire

. Cook a campfire treat with support .

(marshmallow)

Begin to talk about the seasons

Use and understand the words, Autumn,
Winter, Spring and Summer

Start to identify and name some of the
plants of spring

Discover birds (listen and talk about the
difference in the way birds look and sound)
Explore senses (think about what the
senses are and identify which ones they
use most when they are out in the woods)
Make a home for minibeasts

Begin to use some of the forest area to play
and move around and begin to build up
confidence

To become more confident when storytelling
with their friends/peers in the woods

Learn how to get themselves dressed for
Forest School and remember all the items
that they need

Begin to problem solve and develop a sense
of independent decision making

YeCII' -I Know the rules for how to cross the . Explore a range of tools with support . Identify seasonal and daily weather Know how to get themselves dressed and
road and begin to use the correct (peelers, bow saw, palm drill, hand drill, patterns ready for Forest School sessions
language when doing so sparker, loppers, secateurs) . Explore and recognise the different range Explore working together in a different
Begin to discuss the rules of fire circle . Learn how to tie knots with support (reef of animals that are found in the woods environment through team games
safety and figure of 8) . Observational drawing Use and apply language learnt in the
Know the rules of the forest (1, 2, 3) . Begin to learn how to make campfire foods | e Draw a simple map classroom to outside poetry
Know the rules for tree climbing and with support (bread) e Study the different birds found in the Develop storytelling skills
implement them when doing so . Discover how to make shelters (mini dens) woods (eco link) Develop independent problem solving skills
using different elements of the forest and decision making
Explore how to follow simple tracks
Build physical confidence and strength using
a slack line/ monkey bars
qur 2 Know the rules for how to cross the . Begin to use a range of tools independently | e Explore a range of habitats Know how to get themselves dressed and
road and begin to use the correct (peelers, bow saw, palm drill, hand drill, . Learn what plants need to grow ready for Forest School sessions
language when doing so sparker, loppers, secateurs) . Find out about offspring growing into Demonstrate how to successfully work
Become confident with the rules of . Use a sparker to light fire adults together in a different environment through
fire circle safety and the rules of the . Explore a range of vocabulary related to . Study food chains team games
forest (1, 2, 3) the campfire . Experiment with different types of outside Improve independent problem solving skills

Explore tree climbing safely and
confidently

Understand dangers in the forest
(mushrooms, rubbish)

. Discuss the uses of wood
. Learn how to tie knots with support (clove .
hitch, round turn, two half hitches)
. Develop skills for how to make camp fire .
foods with support (bread) .

art (large floor art)

Draw a more complex map including a
compass

Complete a reptile survey (eco link)
Begin to look at biodiversity (eco link)

and decision making

Adapt and improve storytelling and poetry
skills

Know how to follow simple tracking systems
Build physical confidence and strength using
a slack line/ monkey bars




Yedr 3 Know the rules for how to cross the Use a range of tools Describe the life cycle of a plant, explore its Able to get ready for Forest School quickly and
road and begin to use the correct competently (peelers, bow functions and water transportation efficiently
Tool language when doing so saw, palm drill, hand drill, Design and explore maps and compasses (8 point of Demonstrate how to successfully work together
certificates Are confident with the rules of fire sparker, loppers and a compass, 4-6 figure grid, OS symbols) in a different environment through team games
circle safety and the rules of the forest secateurs) Develop observational drawing skills Improve independent problem solving skills and
(1,2,3) Use a sparker to light fire Use natural objects to produce art (wild weaving) decision making
Begin to set up campsite (kitchen, fire Learn how to tie knots (timber Understand the role of particular insects (bees, Build physical confidence and strength using a
and activities for sessions) hitch, blood knot) butterflies) slack line/ monkey bars
Apply knowledge of knots Explore various habitats (pond dipping, bug hotels)
when setting up camp Look further at biodiversity/school grounds (eco
Know how to cook campfire ink)
food and prepare with support Explore global and world perspective (eco link)
(bread and pizza)
Design and evaluate debris
shelters
Yedr 4 Know the rules for how to cross the Begin to use more complex Design and draw a complex map Able to get ready for Forest School quickly and
road and begin to use the correct tools (fixed blade knife) Explore maps and compasses (8 point of a compass, efficiently
language when doing so Learn how to light a fire (for 4-6 figure grid, OS symbols) Demonstrate how to successfully work together
Confident with the rules of fire circle Kelly Kettle) Use natural objects to make musical instruments in a different environment through team games
safety and know the rules of the Build on sparker skills to light Study how materials change state Improve independent problem solving skills and
forest (1, 2, 3) fire Discover changing environments and risk decision making
Begin to set up campsite (kitchen, fire Learn how to tie knots (square assessment Learning to cope in independent situations
and activities for sessions) lash, round lash, diagonal lash, Use nature to create art (natural paints) Develop tracking skills
sheer lash) Understand food chains
Improve campfire food skills Carry out litter survey (eco link)
(bread and pizza) Explore deforestation (eco link)
Improve designs and
evaluations of debris shelters
qur 5 Know the rule.s for how to cross the Use more complex toc?ls Deyelop knowledge of mgps and. compasses (8 Impr<?ve inde.pendent problem solving skills and
Tool road and begin to use the correct competently (fixed knife point of a compass, 4-6 figure grid, OS symbols) decision making

certificates

language when doing so

Be confident with the rules of fire
circle safety and the rules of the forest
(1,2,3)

Set up campsite (kitchen, fire and
activities for sessions)

blade)

Explore how to make charcoal
Apply and demonstrate
knowledge of knots (for
shelters)

Demonstrate how to set up a
fire using a range of tinder
Explore cooking a range of
campfire foods (with support)
Reflect and improve designs
and evaluations of debris
shelters

Design and draw a complex map

Find out how to grow food successfully

Know about water filtration and irreversible and
reversible changes (solids, liquids and gases)
Explore and develop various habitats (pond dipping,
bug hotels)

Understand life cycles (mammals, amphibian,
insect, birds) and reproduction in some plants and
animals

Make observational drawings (using charcoal)
Explore protected European species in our local
environment (eco link)

Learning to cope in independent situations
Begin to use leadership skills when working with
a group

Improve tracking skills

Year 6
Tool
certificates
Cooking
certificates

Know the rules for how to cross the
road and begin to use the correct
language when doing so

Be confident with the rules of fire
circle safety and the rules of the forest
(1,2,3)

Set up campsite (kitchen, fire and
activities for sessions)

Demonstrate use of tools
independently and
competently (fixed blade
knife, pruning saw)

Apply knowledge of tools and
wood (to make furniture)
Apply knots and lashings to
furniture making

Show a competence for fire
setting, lighting and Kelly
kettles

Cook a range of campfire
foods

Design and draw a detailed map and know how to
use maps and compasses

Record animal and plant classifications and discuss
adaptation

Learn basic first aid

Use natural matter to design and make objects
(dream catchers)

Experiment with natural materials to produce an
object (puppets, dream catchers, clay objects)
Know the process of coppicing (eco link)

Developing leadership skills when working within
a group

Use all skills developed to work closely with
different individuals and teams in the forest

Use knowledge of tracking and map skills to
navigate from one point to another
(orienteering)




