
 

 
Bolnore Primary School IMPLEMENTATION History  

WHOLE 

SCHOOL 

INTENT 

Describing important 

events and significant 

people in history 

 

Understanding 

significant historical 

terms 

 

Making connections, 

drawing conclusions, 

drawing contrasts 

 

Interpreting historical 

sources 

 

Develop a sense of time 

 
 
 

KEY 

THEMES 
Settlement, Civilisation, Monarchy, Empire and Power, Inequality, Exploration, Invasion, Significance  

 
 

Topic  
Learning and Assessment Opportunities 

 
Memorable 
Experiences 

 
Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the learning 

 
Previous learning to revisit/ 

remember 

 
Links to other subjects to 
make learning meaningful 

E
Y

F
S
 

All About Us 

 

Sparkle and 

Shine  

 

 
To make sense of their own life-story 
and family’s history 
 
Compare what you can do now and as a 
baby. 
 
Key theme: Civilisation 

● Parent and 
baby to come 
in and talk 
about/ask 
questions 
 

● Can you tell me how you have changed since you 
were a baby? 

● What do you know about your family? Who makes 
up your family? 

●  What do the words past, present and future 
mean? 

● What do you already know 
about babies? 

● Do you have 
siblings/cousins can they 
do…can you do that now? 

 
 

● Understanding the 
world: celebrations -
birthdays and getting 
older each year  

● Personal, Social and 
emotional 
development: How we 
change over time  

Wonderful 

World 

 

The Great 

Outdoors  

 

 
To comment on images of familiar situations 
in the past. Compare farming from the past 
and say some ways it has changed 
 
To compare and contrast characters from 
stories, including figures from the past 
 
Key theme: Civilisation, significance  

● Traditional 
stories and 
folk tales from 
around the 
world  

● What machines do they have now for farms that 
they did not before? Why has it changed? 

●  
 
 
 
 
 

● Develop their 
understanding the Autumn 
term about the language of 
past and present  

 
 
 
 
 

Maths: develop their 
language and understanding 
of time  
 
 
 
 
 

Blue Planet  

 

Journey to 

the past  

Find out about pirates from the past e.g. 
Blackbeard. 
 
Compare toys and vehicles from the past 
and say some ways they have changed. 
 
Investigate who and what Mary Anning and  
Dr  Mantell are famous for  
 
Key Theme: significance  

● Bring old 
toys in to 
look at and 
compare  

● Trip to Sea 
Life Centre 
dressed as a 
pirate 

● Dinosaur 
artifact box 
loan 

● What is old and what is new? 
● What are toys made from? Do you think this has 

always been the case? 
● How have toys changed over the years? 
● Do you think pirates are around today? Are they 

the same as the ones in the past? 
● What did it look like when dinosaurs lived in 

Cuckfield?  
● Did humans live at the same time as dinosaurs? 

Are there still dinosaurs alive today? 

● What toys do you have at 
home? 

● What do you know about 
pirates from stories?  

● What do you know about 
dinosaurs?  

●  

● Understanding the 
world: looking at the 
materials that toys are 
made from  

 

  



 

Topic  
Learning and Assessment Opportunities  

Memorable Experiences 
 

Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the learning 
 

Previous learning to 
revisit/ remember 

 
Links to other subjects to 
make learning meaningful 

1 

Knights 

and 

Castles  

Learn about features of a castle and hat they 
are fir. Visit Lewes castle to find out about life 
in the past and use historical language to 
describe life in a castle. 

Assessment - Say or write who you would like 
to be if you lived in a castle and why 

Key Themes- Settlements, Monarchy 

● Trip to Hever Castle  
● Learn a Medieval 

dance 
Medieval banquet and 
dress up day  

● How is a castle the same or different from your 
home? 

● Why did people build castles? 
● Who was William the Conqueror and why was he 

important to where we live? 
● How do we know about life in a castle? 
What was life in castle like? 

● Ask if children have 
visited old buildings 
before 

Refer back to looking at 
features of a church in EYFS 

● Link to DT by designing 
and making shields 

Link to PE by learning a 
medieval dance  

Daring 

Discoveries   

Learn about the past and link this back to toys 
in EYFS 
Learn about the word explorer and what this 
means throughout history  
Use historical evidence and sources to 
describe the past 
Learn about Neil Armstong and explain why 
he is significant 
 
 
Key Themes – Exploration, significance 

 ● What is an explorer? 
● Why do we remember significant people from the 

past? 
● What are historical sources and what do they tell 

us? 
● Why was Neil Armstrong and the moon landing 

such an important event? 
● How did the space equipment help them? 

Refer back to how we know 
about medieval times and 
place this chronologically 

 
Refer back to looking at 

toys as historical evidence 

to explore the past 

 

  



 Topic  

Learning and Assessment Opportunities 
 

Memorable 
Experiences 

 

Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the learning 

 

Previous learning to revisit/ 
remember 

 

Links to other subjects  

2 

Eye on 

London  

 

Use different historical sources to order the 
main events of the Great Fire of London. 
 
Assessment - make a filmed news report 
about the Great Fire of London 
 
Key Themes – Monarchy, Civilisation, 
Settlement  

● GFOL 
workshop 

● Burning of 
the houses 

● Construction 
day – make 
London 
landmarks 

● What were the main events of the Great Fire of 
London? 

● Which events lead to the GFOL? What would 
happen if one of these events didn’t happen? 

● Why was Samuel Pepys’ diary an important 
source? What other evidence was there? 

● How did London change after the GFOL? 
● How did people feel at the time? 

 

• Refer back to 

transport topic to 

discuss which 

transport hey had in 

1666 

● Link to geography by 
learning about London 
landmarks and 
designing maps 

● Link to DT by making 
Tudor houses 

● Link to computing by 
using green screen 
technology  

On the 

Move  

Research different forms of transport, when 
they were invented how they were used, 
how they have changed and how they 
compare to transport now. Compare a range 
of explorers (Amelia Earhart) in connection 
with transport 
 
Assessment - Write an information poster 
about the best transport invention. 
 
Key Themes – Exploration, Significance, 
Innovation 

● Visit to 
Brooklands 
Museum  

● Bolnore 
Flight Day 
 

● How did people travel before cars? 
● How has transport changed? 
● Why did people explore? 
● Why was inventing new things important? 
● What is the most significant invention? 

● Link with Year 1 topics, 
where does transport 
changes fit between 1066 
and 1960s on the timeline? 

● What other explorers do 
we know? (Neil Armstrong 
Y1)  

● Link to visit to Castle as a 
reliable source  

● Link to DT by making a 
moving vehicle  

● Link to Core Values - 
Amelia Earhart as a 
resilience role model  

● Link to geography and 
learning the seven 
continents and five 
oceans 

African 

Adventure 

Find out about Nelson Mandela as a 
significant person in history.  
 
Assessment - Make an information poster 
about Nelson Mandela and how he 
represented the Core Values  
 
Key Themes –Significance, Inequality  

● African 
Drumming 
workshop 

● Q and A 
African talk  

● Why was Nelson Mandela significant?  
● What did he do and what changed because of 

him? 
● What does apartheid mean? 
● How do we know about NM’s life? 

● Refer back to study of 
other people e.g. Neil 
Armstrong, William the 
Conqueror, Samuel Pepys  

● Link to geography by 
finding comparing an 
area of S. Africa with 
Haywards Heath 

● Link to Art by studying 
African patterns 

● Link to PSHE by 
discussing the Core 
Values displayed  

  



 Topic  

Learning and Assessment Opportunities 
 

● Memorable 
Experiences 

 

● Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the 
learning 

 

● Previous learning to 
revisit/ remember 

 

● Links to other 
subjects 

3 

Creatures 

and 

Cavemen 

 

Use a range of sources and information to 
use historical vocabulary to compare Stone 
Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age Britain. 
 
Assessment - Write a diary entry for 
someone living in Scare Brae 
 
Key Themes- Settlements, Civilisation, 
Innovation  

● Stone Age 
day 

● How do we know about prehistoric Britain? 
● What were the different periods of prehistoric 

Britain? 
● What was life like in the Stone Age? 
● What were the similarities and differences 

between Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age? 
● How did things change in the Iron Age?    
● What was it like to live in a Neolithic settlement? 

● Refer back to sources used 
in past (photos, videos, 
diaries) and discuss why 
these cannot be used for 
this topic 

● Link to art by making 
strong age dioramas 

● Link to geography by 
finding out about 
Skara Brae 

● Link to science 
through fossils and 
rocks 

Forests and 

Factories 

 

After investigating the industrial revolution, 
link this to life of children in Victorian times, 
comparing the life of rich and poor children 
to children now. 
 
Assessment – Persuasive speech to a 
factory owner to change their treatment of 
children (written and oral) 
 
Key Themes – Monarchy, Inequality, 
Innovation 

● Kew Gardens 

● Life in a mill 

re-

enactment 

day 

● How long was the Victorian time period? 
● How did different people live in the Victorian 

times? 
● What was the industrial revolution? 
● What was the life of children like in Victorian 

Times? 
● How were the lives of children in Victorian times 

different to the lives of children today in Bolnore 
and in other countries? 

● Refer back to timeline of 
transport and which of 
these were Victorian 
inventions 

● Link to Art through 
study of a Victorian 
artist (name of artist)  

● Link to geography and 
climate change- 
discuss the impact of 
the industrial 
revolution 

Roaming 

Romans 

 

Find out about different roles and inventions   
 
Assessment - Create a ‘Top 5’ fact file about 
the biggest impact the Romans has on life 
today 
 
Key Themes- Civilisation, Empire 
 
LOCAL HISTORY STUDY – Fishbourne writing 
opportunities 

● Visit a 

Roman Villa 

(Fishbourne 

Manor) 

● What questions do you have about the Romans? 
● What does the word ‘Empire’ mean? 
● How was Roman time the same and different from 

now? 
● How did the Roman Empire change on Britain the 

time? 
● Did everyone at the time agree the Romans were 

doing a good thing? 
● What were the biggest impact on modern life? 

How has it influenced how we live today? 

● Where does the Roman 
timeline fit with William 
the Conqueror and Great 
Fire of London? 

● Link to art through 
mosaic making 

● Link to DT by 
designing and making 
catapults 

● Link to geography by 
learning countries in 
Europe and 
understanding 
volcanoes 

  



 Topic  

Learning and Assessment Opportunities 
 

Memorable 
Experiences 

 

Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the learning 

 

Previous learning to revisit/ 
remember 

 

Links to other subjects 

4 

Poles Apart 

Use different sources to research the events 
of Shackleton’s expedition to Antarctica. 
 
Assessment - write a news report on 
Shackleton’s return to describe the key 
events in his life. 
 
Key Themes – Exploration, Significance 

● Arundel 
Wetlands 

● What questions do you have about Shackleton 
and how can we answer them? 

● What are reliable historical sources? 
● Why is Shackleton remembered today? 
● Was Shackleton an invader or an explorer? 
● Which events of his life are the most significant? 

● Comparing Shackleton’s 
journey with the moon 
Landing – which other 
explorers do we know? 

● Link to literacy ‘Ice 
Trap’ 

● Link to science 
through studying 
change of state/ 
freezing  

● Link to geography and 
learning about 
Antarctica as a 
continent 

● Link to CVs- 
Shackleton as a 
resilience role model 

Invaders 

and  

Settlers 

Find out about life in Anglo-Saxon Britain 
and how this changed when the Vikings 
invaded. Compare viewpoints, beliefs, tools, 
weapons and key people. 
 
Assessment – 2 cartoon strips from a Saxon 
and Viking point of view, explaining life at 
the time of the invasions. 
 
Key Themes – Settlements, Civilisation, 
Invasion, Monarch 

● Anglo Saxon 
Treasure 
Hunt/ Dig 

 
● Viking 

workshop 

● What is the difference between exploring, 
invading and conquering? 

● Why did the Saxons stay in Britain and how long 
did they stay? What were the causes and 
consequences? 

● What was significant about the Anglo-Saxon 
invasion of Lindisfarne?  

● Why did the Vikings invade the UK and what were 
the consequences? 

● Why did the Vikings stay in Britain and how long 
did they stay? 

● How do we know about the difference between 
the Saxon and Viking point of view? 

● How would you compare the Anglo Saxons and 
Vikings? 

● Refer back to Stone Age, 
Iron Age and Romans and 
looking at how they bought 
about change and how 
these effected the way we 
live today  

● Refer back to Stone Age, 
Iron Age and Romans, 
compare to how long 
Anglo Saxon and Viking 
times were 

● Link to geography and 
learning counties of 
UK 

● Link to art by drawing 
Viking long boats and 
settlements 

● Link at English and 
Beowolf 

● Link English Viking Boy 
● DT – making Viking 

loot bags  

  



 Topic  

Learning and Assessment Opportunities 
 

Memorable 
Experiences 

 

Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the 
learning 

 

Previous learning to 
revisit/ remember 

 

Links to other 
subjects 

5 

Bombs and 

Blasts 
 

Compare sources and viewpoints, use a local 
visit, drama workshop and individual 
research to find out about life during WW2. 
 
Assessment - Write a WWII information 
leaflet for children-including rationing and 
evacuation 
 
Key Themes – Invasion, inequality, 
Significance 

● Visit 
Newhaven 
Fort 

● WWII 
workshop 

● Remembranc
e service 

● What was life like in 1930s Britain? 
● What were the causes and key events of WWII? 
● Why was the Battle of Britain important? 
● What happened in our local area? 
● What sources tell us what life was like for children 

during WWII? 
● What is the significance of the poppy during 

Remembrance? 

● Refer back to Samuel 
Pepys’ diary and compare 
to Anne Frank 

● Refer back to a museum 
visit as a historical source 
(transport museum) 

● Compare to other invasion 
studies- Romans and 
Vikings 

● Link to literacy by 
reading ‘Letters from 
the Lighthouse’ and 
Anne Frank 

● Link to art by creating 
a war landscape 

● Link to DT by 
designing and making 
Anderson Shelters  

●  Link to PSHE through 
Remembrance 

Egyptians 

and 

Greeks  
 

Research both histories in terms of life, 
civilization 
 
Assessment – Venn diagram comparison 
and a description which was the best 
ancient civilization and why. 
 
Key Themes- Civilisation, Empire & Power, 
Inequality 

● Egyptian 
workshop 

● Which questions could you ask about Egypt and 
Greece? (think about changes, causes, similarity, 
difference and significance) 

● What does ‘ancient’ and ‘civilization’ mean? 
● Can you prove that the Greeks were a civilization?  
● How would you compare the Egyptians and the 

Greeks?  Which civilization had the most/ biggest 
achievements and influence on the modern 
world? 

● Would a person’s role change their perspective of 
the civilization? (use parliament, peasantry and 
society in your explanation) 

● Compare impact on 
modern world with Roman 
impact  

● Refer back to using 
historical sources and 
archaeologists studied in 
Year 3 

● Link to geography by 
studying the River Nile 

● Link to art by making 
clay cartouche and 
studying 
mummification 
process  

One Small 

Step… 
 

Fin out the main events and order of the 
Space Race. 
 
Assessment- Choose an important event in 
space history to describe in more detail as a 
1 pager poster 
 
Key Themes – Exploration, Empire & Power, 
Significance 

● Paint the 
planets day 

● Which people are important and influential in the 
space race?  

● Why were people racing to get to space?  
● What was the significance of Moon Landing? What 

was the impact on the world of the Americans 
landing on the moon first?  

● Why were their less women astronauts? Is that 
still the case? 

● Was the moon landing real? What evidence do we 
have?  

● Refer back to Year 1 
learning about Neil 
Armstrong  

● Refer back to WW2 and 
contrasting perspectives 

● Link to music by 
studying Hans Zimmer 
and space soundtracks 

● Link to science by 
learning about the 
planets 

● Link to art and 
different perspectives 

  



 Topic  

Learning and Assessment Opportunities 
 

Memorable 
Experiences 

 

Key Questions (for Bolnore) to drive the learning 

 

Previous learning to revisit/ 
remember 

 

Links to other subjects 

6 

Beyond 

Brighton 
 

Use a local history photography project to 
support comparison between how and why 
Brighton has changed over the last century. 
 
Assessment - Write a setting description 
based on a photograph of Brighton. Display 
in gallery for parents. 
 
Key Themes – Settlements, Civilisation 

● Photography 
trip around 
Brighton 

● Exhibition of 
photos and 
writing to 
parents at 
end of topic 

● How can we find out about Brighton over the last 
century? 

● How did people who lived in the past view their 
world? 

● What has changed and have the changes been 
substantial, permanent and/or widespread? 

● Which sources are the most reliable and why? 
● Which changes were the most significant and 

why? 

● Refer back to WWII local 
study in Year 5 and 
changes to local area 

● Link to art through 
taking photos of the 
local area 

● Link to geography by 
explaining how the 
human and physical 
features have changed 
and why 

Dream, 

Believe, 

Achieve 
 

Find out about importance if culture in 20th 
century. Choose a role model to research. 
 
Assessment – Write about a significant 
person from 20th Century as a role model 
 
Key Themes – Innovation, Inequality 

● Year 6 talent 
show 

● Why are leisure and entertainment important? 
● What impact did your role model have on society? 

Why?  
● How widespread and long lasting was their 

impact?  
● Which sources will you use to prove this opinion? 

Why? 
● How were the person’s views effected by their 

birthplace and culture? 
● What does social change and civil right mean? 

How do they relate to changes in entertainment 
and leisure in the 20th Century? 

● What do other people think about your role 
model? Can you present two contrasting 
opinions? 

● Refer back to Shackleton in 
Year 4 and why he is 
remembered today 

● Refer back to the Space 
Race in Year 5 and the 
widespread impact on the 
modern world 

● Link to DT by 
researching famous 
chefs from the 20th 
Century 

● Link to PSHE by using 
the Core Values to 
describe people’s 
attributes 

Ancient 

Wonders  
 

Find out about the Golden Age of Islam and 
Bagdad. Compare this to other civilizations 
and discuss the legacy of this era. 
 
Assessment - Present as a tour guide of 
Bagdad, explaining the significance of 
artefacts and buildings from the Golden 
Age of Islam 
 
Key Themes – Civilisation, Settlement 

 ● Which historical questions will form subheadings 
and why are they valid questions? 

● How does the history of Bagdad compare with the 
history of the UK? What is the same and different? 

● What factors affect the differences? 
● Can you discuss continuity and change in Bagdad 

using the terms ‘cultural and social history?’ 
● What was significant about this era in Bagdad? 

How has it influenced the modern world? 
● Why was it called the Golden Age? 

● Refer back to ancient 
civilizations of Greece and 
Egypt in Year 5 

● Remind children of the 
term ‘civilisation’ 

● Link to Geography by 
getting a sense of Asia 
as a continent 

● Asian art 
● Link to RE and study of 

Islam 

 
 

 
 
 

 


